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10/11/2010
Dear 3-5 grade families,
In Jill’s literacy class we have just completed our first novel, Soun Tetoken, and we will be studying for a final comprehension exam over the novel this week and possibly into next week.  The students will have all the tools they need to be successful on the assessment.

Bart Liles, our intern working in literacy class with me this year, will be planning and carrying out the lessons for the Jenny of the Tetons unit.  I will be in the classroom for every lesson and will be assisting Bart in structuring and assessing the lessons he teaches.  He will lead the class with me as his mentor.  If you have any questions regarding Bart’s role in our class, please feel free to contact us. 
I wanted to let you know a little about our next book, Jenny of the Tetons.  This novel also closely aligns with our curricular theme “Our Mountain Community”.  I am sending it home for you to preview as there are several passages that allude to the marriage of a young teenage girl and some brutalities that occurred during a raid on an Indian village (pages 12, 34-37).  This novel has been used several times before with this age group, but I wanted to make certain that it meets with your approval before we begin.  Your student can expect the first reading assignment by Friday, Oct. 15, 2010.

The academic goal for reading our two selected novels, Soun Tetoken and Jenny of the Tetons, is to look at the contrasting viewpoints of a teenager from an Indian tribe and a teenager from a homesteading family.  Both of these young people lived during the late nineteenth century in the northwest region of the United States, but they each viewed the changes to their worlds very differently.  After reading Jenny of the Tetons, we will practice comparison/contrast essay writing skills focusing on each novel.
If you have any questions about our literacy class, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely,

Jill Wright
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