Is my child ready for Kindergarten?  
At Journeys School, we look at each child as an individual.  While we use the indicators below as a guideline, we recognize that students at this age fall along a long developmental continuum and that lack of mastery in a few of these areas, does not mean that the child is not ready for kindergarten.  
Expressive and Receptive Language Communication
· Uses effective oral communication skills and speaks in complete sentences

· Understands and follows directions with at least two steps

· Understands vocabulary related to position, direction, size and comparison (like/ different, top/ bottom, first/ last)

· Makes simple predictions and comments about stories

Approach to Learning/ Cognition

· Demonstrates visual discrimination skills my matching two like pictures

· Classifies objects by physical features (color, shape, size)

· classifies objects conceptually (dog and cat, but not tree)

· Recognizes, creates and repeats patterning sequences

· Can sequence story pictures (at least 3 events)

· Can join in and/or repeat familiar songs or finger plays

· Retells simples stories

· Can complete simple puzzles (4 pieces)

· Can identify 5 colors

Phonological Awareness/ Print Knowledge

· Recognizes name

· Recognizes letters in name

· Attempts to write letters in own name

· Recognizes familiar environmental print

· Demonstrates book awareness (concepts of print)

· Identifies and recognizes rhyme

· Recognizes at least 10 letters

· Can match at least 3 letters to their sounds

· Uses drawings/ symbols to express ideas

Mathematics

· Counts the number of objects in a small group

· Understands the concept of addition and subtraction using manipulatives

· Can arrange numerals in order (1-5)

· Identifies 3 shapes (square, triangle, circle)

· Counts up to 10

· Understands concept of more or less with up to 5 objects

Social/ Emotional

· Identifies self as a boy or girl

· Knows first and last name

· Knows age

· Demonstrates independence in personal care

· Is comfortable and secure without parent

Physical Development

· Uses writing tools and scissors with proper intention and control

· Can copy basic figures

· Demonstrates gross motor skills (jump, run, catch, bounce)

Sources:  

Compiled from Arkansas Department of Education (arkedu.state.ar.us/parents), Colorado Department of Education (http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdelib/Kindergarten_Readiness.html)
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