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Why write a Capstone Thesis?

The Capstone Thesis gives you the chance to delve into a topic that interests you and to communicate your research both in writing and through presentations. 
Your thesis will be the culmination of a detailed research and writing process.  Completing the thesis provides you with the opportunity to:

· Focus on a single, in-depth study of a specific topic within a broader field of interest.

· Practice the process of research writing from developing a central question to publication and presentation.

· Develop academic writing skills through the careful, long-term process of writing a single essay.

· Present your research and findings in a public setting.

· Develop confidence and a sense of accomplishment by writing a thoughtful and engaging essay.

What will your Capstone Thesis look like when completed?

Word count:  approximately 4000.  
Written in a clear, formal academic style.  Final copy will be free of spelling and grammatical errors.

Additional pages for:

· An abstract summarizing your essay

· Acknowledgements

· The contents page

· Maps, charts, diagrams, illustrations and tables

· Equations, formulas and calculations

· Citations and references

· Footnotes and endnotes

· Bibliography

· Appendices

What are the major components of the Capstone Thesis process?
· Research: Research includes reading of primary and secondary materials (including statistical data) and interviews.

· Note cards: Two kinds of note cards must be completed during the research stage. If the student is undertaking a humanities focused thesis then for each text read or each interview completed the student must complete a (1) full bibliographical information note card according to Modern Language Association (MLA) documentation guidelines. The student will follow the American Psychological Association (APA) guidelines for science and mathematics focused theses. The student must also complete a (2) citation note card that includes quotations and the source. 

· Prospectus: A prospectus is a preliminary printed statement that describes the thesis project and is distributed to the student’s committee members. The prospectus consists of:

a) The problem or focus of the thesis 

b) What the writer proposes to explore, argue, present, etc.

c) A description of strategy, e.g. deductive or inductive reasoning, posing and answering questions, types of sources with which one will engage, etc. 

d) Why the subject is interesting and worthwhile including a review of the sources consulted 

e) A bibliography

· Outline: The student must submit a detailed outline to be approved by the thesis advisor.

· Drafts: The student must submit at least two drafts of the thesis to her/his thesis committee (and/or others).

· Final copy: The student must submit final copies of the thesis to be read by all members of the student’s committee. Upon submission of the final copy the student must also submit all note cards, outlines, and drafts to the thesis advisor.

· Thesis Defense:  The student will participate in an oral defense of the thesis during which time each student will present on the thesis and then field questions by: committee members who have read the thesis, members of the student body, the student’s family, Journeys School faculty and administration and the general public.
What will you be working on each quarter? 
The following is a list of major areas of focus during each quarter.  Additional assignments and projects may be added as needed.

· First Quarter 

The focus of the first quarter is on developing familiarity with your topic through research and detailed study.

a) Research

b) Research question

c) Creation of advisory committee

d) Annotated bibliography

e) Prospectus

f) Presentation

· Second Quarter

Research continues, you will develop a thesis statement and organize the structure of the essay through outlining.  First drafts of the essay due.

a) Outline draft

b) Meetings with advisory committee members

c) Final outline

d) Ongoing research

e) Annotated bibliography

f) Presentation

g) Essay draft

· Third Quarter

The focus of the third quarter is on the writing process and the completion of the thesis.

a) Essay draft(s)

b) Meetings with advisory committee members

c) Final draft for assessment

· Fourth Quarter

In the final quarter, students package the thesis for the archives and prepare for a public defense of their work.

a) Abstract

b) Copy editing and formatting essay for archive

c) Practice defense

d) Thesis defense

e) Graduation speeches

Thesis Timeline (best guess)

As you move toward your completed essay, there will be several assignments and benchmarks along the way.  These include (dates listed below may change if necessary):

· September 2nd-28th—Preliminary research in your field of interest.


· September 14th—Completion of the Initial Ideas Worksheet.

· September 28th— Presentation of a clear Research Question.


· October 5th—Creation of an Advisory Committee (four people) including:
1. Matt Daly, thesis advisor,

2. One Journeys faculty member,

3. One community member with expertise in your topic area,

4. One person to serve as copy editor.  


Your committee will provide guidance throughout the process of researching and writing your Capstone Thesis.  Choose committee members who will be dedicated to helping you produce the best possible thesis and who have the time to commit to you.
· October 5th-19th—Ongoing research.


· October 19th—Powerpoint Presentation on your topic, research question and proposed method for pursuing the topic.

· October 19th-November 16th—Periodic Assignments based on your research.   Assignments include regular checks on your Annotated Bibliography to help track sources in your research.
· November 2nd—A Prospectus, including Annotated Bibliography, explaining your research question and how you plan to address the topic.  End of First Quarter.
· November 30th—An Initial Outline detailing your essay plans.

· December 14th—A Presentation updating your progress.
· December 21st—A Revised Outline with clarifications based on questions asked during your presentation and feedback from your committee. 

· January 18th—An Initial Draft of your essay for review by your committee. End of Second Quarter.
· February 22nd—A Second Draft including changes based on committee recommendations.
· March 22nd—A FINAL DRAFT of your essay for assessment.
· April 26th—Preparation for a Practice Defense of your thesis with an Upper School audience.
· May 10th-14th—A FINAL DEFENSE of your thesis with an audience of faculty, parents, peers and community members.
· May 24th—Completion of a copy of your essay in Final Form for binding and inclusion in the Journeys library.

· May 10th-June 7th—Work on Graduation Speech writing and rehearsal.
