Capstone Thesis Initial Ideas Worksheet

Name:









This worksheet will provide you with the opportunity to record your initial thoughts for your Capstone Thesis.  Please fill out all lines on this sheet as best you can and email to Matt Daly before our first meeting on September 14th.  

1.  What general area of interest would you like to focus on?  For example, Literature, History, Natural Science, Political Science, etc.

2.  Within this general area, is there a more specific topic you want to study?  Remember, you thesis should focus on a topic you are very interested in personally.  Be as specific as you can.
3.  Can you use the first two answers to formulate a preliminary research question?  Remember, your research question needs to be broad enough for extensive study and yet specific enough to allow for focused analysis in your thesis.
4.  What types of research are likely needed in your study?  Write a few details.

Primary research – What original study will your thesis need?  Lab experiments, field research, etc?

Secondary research – What current scholarly resources will your explore?  Other research?  Texts?  Etc.

Interviews – Who in our local community might help in your research?  List individual and/or types of experts you might find here.

5.  What faculty member will you ask to be on your advisory committee?  What specific contributions will this person be able to make to your thesis?
6.  Do you know community members who can provide expertise on your thesis committee?  Include everyone who might be helpful and interested in serving on your committee. You need to have at least one non-Journeys committee member on your committee.

Please fill out all lines on this sheet as best you can and email to Matt Daly before our first meeting on September 14th.  
