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Evaluating Your Own Research Question

What are the elements of a good research question?

1. The question is neither too broad nor too narrow.  You should be able to thoroughly analyze your question in a 4,000 word essay.

2. The question is specific enough to guide your search for information.  You don’t have time to research everything written within your field of interest.

3. Your question is specific enough to help filter the information you find in your research.  A good researcher identifies information that does not help her analysis of the question.

How can you evaluate the quality of your research question?
Ask the following questions to evaluate your research question and its potential to successful ground your thesis project.

1. Is the topic interesting to you?  You will spend a lot of time working on this project, will your question hold your interest throughout the process.

2. Is the question easily and fully researchable?  Be sure to consider your access to materials and information.

3. What types of information will you need to answer the research question? 

4. Is the scope of this information reasonable?  Can you feasibly research all required aspects of your question? 

5. Given the information that you need, is your question too broad, too narrow, or okay?
6. What kids of sources are most likely to have the best information that you need to answer the research question (journals, books, Internet resources, government documents, people)?
7. How easily can you access these sources?
8. Given my answers to the above questions, do you have a good quality research question that you actually will be able to answer by doing research?
