Capstone Thesis

Elements of an Annotated Bibliography Entry


What is an annotated bibliography?
There are many different types of annotated bibliography entries.  For a good overview see, http://www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/handouts/annotated_bibliographies.html.  Much of what you will read here is adapted from this source.

For your Capstone Thesis, your annotated bibliography entries should be evaluative.  The purposes of an evaluative annotation are:

1. To evaluate the source and/or author.  Is there a bias to the source?  Is there evidence lacking?  How objective is the source.  To what degree does the source contribute substantially to your field of study?
2. To evaluate how useful the source is to your research and to answering your research questions.  Does the source provide necessary background information for your question?  Does the source make a claim to answering your research question?  Does the information provided by the source change your questions?

Creating an Annotated Bibliography Entry

When you have researched a source enough to be able to create a bibliography entry, you must include the following information for the entry to be considered complete:
1. Bibliography citation in the appropriate style (MLA or APA).

2. Proof of your understanding of the source.  Explain the main points and/or purpose of the, its thesis.
3. Comments on the authority and qualifications of the author.
4. Comments on the usefulness of the work in terms of both the topic being researched and your own thesis project.
5. The point of view or perspective from which the work was written. For instance, you may note whether the author seemed to have particular biases or was trying to reach a particular audience.
6. Relevant links to other work done in the area, like related sources, possibly including a comparison with some of those already on your list. You may want to establish connections to other aspects of the same argument or opposing views.
