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Journeys High School Capstone Year
The objective of Journeys School is to have curious students work with experts, caring teachers and supportive parents to:
· Achieve academic excellence 

· Discover creative potential and talents 

· Serve and strengthen community 

· Honor diversity of all cultures past and present 

· Teach others 

· Understand and steward the natural world


In accordance with the Journeys School mission the Journeys School graduate will be a life-long learner who has developed a clear sense of place in the community and the world. In pursuit of knowledge and skills, the student will have engaged in meaningful and memorable learning experiences. Graduates will have developed strong observational, reflective, and analytical skills. The Journeys School graduate will also recognize the value of and demonstrate respect, compassion, honesty, and courage. Active participation in experiential and collaborative learning will have instilled in the Journeys School graduate a desire to lead an ethical life and build community.


The 12th grade, or Capstone, year at the Journeys School is mission-based and culminates the academic and community life of the Journeys School student.  Under faculty guidance the Capstone year is meant to be rigorous, student-centered, and student-structured, preparing the student for graduation and ensuring that the student has the qualifications necessary to successfully enter the next stage, including college, in a life-long educational process. Because of the flexibility inherent in the Capstone Program individuals may seek a program that is academically, professionally, or community-focused. The student will devise the program that best meets her needs and interest. 

The 4 Capstone Components

1. Coursework
· Academic Courses: Students participate in courses offered by the Journeys School to meet graduation requirements and/or  fill academic gaps. Students will work in high school multi-age classes designed by faculty members using student input. As the year progresses students will be given more responsibility in assisting with course design. Students must take Advanced writing and are strongly encouraged to take mathematics. 
· Senior Seminar: With faculty assistance students will be encouraged to design and develop an academically stimulating senior seminar. The seminar will be student driven, and students and faculty will work together to seek depth of learning. Students can develop a seminar in any academic discipline or, ideally, by integrating two or more disciplines. A minimum number of interested students is necessary in order to facilitate a seminar. 

2009/2010 Core Courses: Advanced writing, History of the Americas: 1750—1900, Advanced biology, Advanced physics, Mathematics (Calculus), Advanced Spanish, Fine Arts and electives

Together the student, advisor, college counselor, and parents will decide on the best way for the student to satisfy the coursework component of the capstone year. Students seeking a more traditional experience should enroll in four courses or more per trimester. Students must pass each course with an average grade of 2.0 or higher in order to receive credit for each course and to graduate from Journeys School.
2. Thesis/Extended Essay
Each student is required to design and complete a challenging and comprehensive academic research project. A written product and oral presentation, or defense, are required upon completion of the thesis.  Students are encouraged to design their theses around essential questions, relevant issues, and personal interests.  The research project will be supported by a essay course meeting once per week. Advisors will also guide the student toward professionals in the area whom students can contact as primary sources of information for their research. Students will access all applicable resources available at the Teton County Library, Grand Teton National Park, the Jackson Hole Historical Society, the National Museum of Wildlife Art and other resources in the county. Criteria for the final thesis will be outlined is a separate document provided to the student in the fall of the Capstone year and credit will be granted according to meeting criteria.

3. Experience  
Each student will choose, organize, and design an experiential component of his capstone program. The experience must have an academic emphasis through which the student will broaden her experiences beyond those of the previous academic years at the Journeys School. Students can take a leave of absence from school to complete an experience provided that there is structure and clearly delineated outcomes of the experience prior to the students’ departure from school. In order to complete an off-campus experience the student must complete a written proposal, three product of learning, the contents of which will be determined by the Capstone advisor. At the completion of the experience the student is required to write a 4-5 page reflection essay based on what he/she learned. 
· Professional Internships: In conjunction with our mission of providing sense of place education students will be encouraged to pursue a professional internship with a local business or organization, including a non-profit agency. Individual interest and long-term goals should guide each student’s selection. Students will work with advisors to establish a productive, working relationship with local professionals. If a student completes an internship outside of Jackson it must first be approved by faculty advisors. The student must have a dedicated plan in place prior to leaving Jackson and must provide contact information of the site supervisor. Weekly email contact between student and advisor is required for out-of-town internships. 

· Study Abroad: Students may also take part in a study abroad course for the duration of approximately one trimester or one semester depending on the program. Sense of place study abroad courses will be preferred. Students will work with advisors to choose the most appropriate study abroad program. 
· Expedition: An extended outdoor expedition is another option for the senior experience. A trip longer than ten days is preferred, but arrangements can be made on an individual basis. The expedition must be academically valid as determined by the student’s capstone advisor. Students will work with advisors to choose the most appropriate outdoor program. 

4. Service  

Colleges and universities now place significant value on student service learning experiences. Giving back to the community is an integral part of the Journeys School, therefore 12th grade students will work with a local non-profit agency to provide community service. The student will choose the agency with which he desires to work. Each student and an agency representative will be responsible for documenting hours worked and tasks completed. Advisors will work with students to establish a relationship with chosen agencies. Seniors will be required to complete 50 hours of community service over the course of the school year. Students are required to complete reflections of service provided for every five hours of service completed. A separate reflections worksheet is provided to each student. In order to receive credit, service hours and reflections must be completed each trimester. The service-learning model is based upon a program that was recognized by the office of the President of the United States in 1999.

Any student who does not meet the minimum requirements of the above four components or who does not complete 875 hours of in-school work will not graduate from the Journeys School.

Time Commitment:


All students must complete the minimum number of hours required in each component and must have at least 875 hours of documented capstone components. Course work hours missed for an excused absence will be forgiven. Among the four categories and three journeys one must complete 770 hours of work, therefore 105 additional hours must be added to one or more components in order to satisfy the academic requirements of the Journeys School. The student has the choice of how to distribute the 105 hours.  Total hours are based on 25 hours per week (5 hours per day) for 35 weeks.  Students must be working on capstone components during all days school is in session. It is the student’s responsibility, with advisor supervision, to document these hours.  Students are required to participate in the three upper school Journeys during the capstone year. The following are the minimum required hours for each component:

	Component
	Minimum Time Required (hours)
	Documented Hours

	Journeys (3) - mandatory
	75
	

	Coursework
	420
	

	Thesis
	100
	

	Experience
	 125
	

	Service
	50
	

	Total Hours
	770
	


Capstone Committee:


Students must choose a community member (other than a parent or relative) and one other teacher who will be part of the capstone committee along with their advisor. Committee formation must take place in the spring trimester of the student’s 11th grade year. The capstone committee will be responsible for meeting with the student at the end of the fall and winter trimesters, or more frequently if needed, to assess whether the student is on schedule to achieve the objectives she has created. At the end of the spring trimester, the capstone committee will meet with the student to assess her/his capstone year and her/his success at meeting the criteria set forth in the graduate profile of the Journeys School.

Additional Capstone responsibilities and privileges:

Each fall Capstone students will work with the Capstone advisor to plan an evening presentation for faculty, parents, and other school community members to present individual program plans to be implemented throughout the school year. 

Capstone students are privileged to take a Capstone-student-only journey during the school year. The journey can be domestic or international. Students are responsible for funding their involvement. The Capstone journey is a privilege that may be revoked if one violates policies outlined in student/family handbook, attendance policy, etc, and deposits and payments could be forfeited.

Any student who performs poorly in courses or other Capstone program requirements can be subject to being removed from the program and being matriculated in a full course load with grades 9-11 students. This will be determined on an individual basis if one violates policies outlined in student/family handbook, attendance policy, etc.

Throughout the year Capstone students will be asked to create and update biographical sketches of their lives and work as Capstone students. The sketches will hang on classroom and hallway display boards. On a rotating schedule students will present monthly to upper school students an overview and development of their respective programs.

In order to remain connected to the upper school community Capstone students are required to attend daily practice and closings and eat lunch with high school students.

All Capstone students are expected to participate in hands to work assignments daily that can take place in the middle/upper school building or other buildings on the Jackson Campus.

Journeys High School Capstone Year Update Form
Student name: ____________________________________________________

Courses: 12th grade students must complete a minimum of 420 course work hours. A minimum of four courses per semester is required; five courses are recommended. Advanced writing is required. Math recommended for college-bound students. ALL HOURS MUST BE DOCUMENTED.
1. Advanced writing

2. _______________________

3. _______________________

4. _______________________

5. _______________________

Service: 12th grade students are required to complete a minimum of 50 hours of service at a non-profit or governmental agency.  A REFLECTION MUST BE SUBMITTED AT END OF EACH SEMESTER TO RECEIVE CREDIT FOR THE SEMESTER.
Agency or agencies and Contact Information: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is your plan/next steps to accomplish this? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What tasks will be completed? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What is the value/purpose of your service? How will it contribute to our community? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is your plan/next steps to accomplish this? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Experience: 12th grade students are required to complete a minimum of 100 experience hours. Experience hours can be fulfilled through a professional internship, a recognized study abroad program, or an extended outdoor expedition with academic components. ALL HOURS MUST BE DOCUMENTED; 3 PRODUCTS WILL BE SUBMITTED TO PROVIDE EVIDENCE OF LEARNING. 
Experience idea/location: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Product ideas: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is your plan/next steps to accomplish this? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thesis: 12th grade students must complete a minimum of 100 thesis hours. The thesis is meant to be an extended research and analysis project that includes a local relevance/subject.  ALL HOURS MUST BE DOCUMENTED
Thesis idea: _____________________________________________________________

Thesis committee: The committee consists of your advisor, one other teacher, and a member from the community at large who is not relative.

1. Advisor ___________________________

2. Other teacher: ____________________________

3. Community member: ________________________
Capstone Major Checkpoint Schedule:

	Checkpoint
	Date Due/

Date Completed
	 Advisor Signature
	Comments   

	Student completed the initial consultation with advisor
	September 17th and 24th  2009

 
	
	

	Student submitted a complete update sheet which articulates a plan to accomplish  the experience and service requirements
	September 17th and 24th  2009


	
	

	Student completed the first quarter  Capstone consultation and reviewed requirements with advisor
	October 30th 


	
	

	Student completed the semester review with  advisor  
	January 7th, 2010


	
	

	Student submitted the semester reflections, hour documentation and applicable products for assessment (satisfactory/unsatisfactory)

	 January 14th, 2010


	
	

	Student completed the third quarter Capstone consultation with advisor


	March 3rd, 2010
	
	

	Student completed the Final Capstone  review with advisor
	May 27th, 2010


	
	

	Student submitted the semester reflections, hour documentation and applicable products for assessment (satisfactory/unsatisfactory)

	 June 7th, 2010
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