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I n t r o d u c t i o n
Congratulations!  You are about to engage in an exciting adventure: planning your individual journey beyond Journeys School.  Choosing a college for undergraduate study or post-high school program should be a rich and personally valuable process as it is an opportunity to learn about yourself and actively pave the road of your future.  

Historically, this process has been considered a stressful and anxious time for all those involved.  This handbook was created for the Journeys School upper school students and alumni and their parents in an effort to counter this social trend by revealing the details of the process, providing strategies and tools, and offering systems to structure the timeline.  As the requirements and application procedures differ among colleges, this handbooks is intended to offer a broad-strokes vision of the process and to answer many of the frequently answered questions that arise during the process.  Think of this handbook as a guide: a roadmap to the exciting, and at times confusing, road of undergraduate college admissions.  

It is incredibly important that we, as a community working to support our college applicants and as applicants ourselves, remember three fundamental truths in the college process:

1)
The primary goal in conducting a college/post-secondary program search should be finding a good match, both socially and academically, between the student and a particular college/university/program.

2)
The best interests of each student are served through good communication among the student, parents, the school, and the colleges/universities/programs.

3)
Keep in mind that most colleges/universities make their admissions decisions based on the overall portrait of the applicant:  her/his secondary school record, recommendations from myriad sources (the applicant herself/himself, teachers, the director of college counseling, the interviewer), and standardized tests.

Though this handbook will, we hope, alleviate some of the stress – and answer many of your questions – please do not hesitate to get in touch with the college counselor whenever other questions or concerns arise.  
Written by Lauren Reber, edited by Nate McClennen. Many ideas and templates donated by Jen Zanger.
C a l e n d a r
9th Grade Year
Students work to improve their overall organizational skills, test taking skills and study habits and are encouraged to focus on course work, class projects and extra-curricular interests, and to do the best they possibly can scholastically while interacting positively with the community as a whole. Students take the PSAT for practice.

10th Grade Year
Students take the PSAT again and begin to discuss college plans with the college counselor. They receive self-assessment materials and checklists preparing them for the college search process. The counselor informs the students of summer programs available on college campuses around the country and encourages the students to compete for the chance to study at a variety of these programs, including the University of Wyoming Summer Institute. 

11th Grade Year
Though most colleges and universities consider your grades from all four years of high school, it is especially important that your junior and senior year grades reflect the best work of which you are capable.  Work hard, continue to be involved in the Journeys School and larger Jackson Hole Community, and follow this calendar as a guideline for your college search.

September - December
· If possible, attend a few sessions with college representatives to begin to become "aware."

October
· Take PSAT/NMSQT exam in October (held during school day)
December
· Share results of PSAT/NMSQT with your parents and study results to find specific areas in which you need to improve.
January

· 11th grade student/parent meeting: Introduction to the College Admissions Process
February
· Hand in the Questionnaire for Juniors to the College Counselor by February 1st.  

· Begin weekly college counseling workshop with the college advisor.
· Familiarize yourself with the resources available through the College Counselor.  

· Familiarize yourself with the college admissions jargon.

March
· Register for May SAT Reasoning Test held at Jackson Hole High School (this can be done online at www.collegeboard.com) 

· Complete preliminary questionnaire and college model worksheet.

· Begin researching your summer options.  If you aren't going to work, there are many different kinds of enrichment programs available (at other boarding schools, colleges, travel abroad, etc.).  See the college advisor if you need help.

April
· Work independently using handbooks, viewbooks, CollegeView, and videos.

· Firm up your summer plans so that you have something productive lined up.

· Prepare for May SAT in a workshop or on your own by taking the practice SAT in the SAT bulletin and by reading through the test-taking tips offered by the College Board.

· Register for the June ACT if interested or required. 
May
· Meet with the college advisor one-on-one to begin defining academic interests, geographical and housing preferences.

· Take May SAT REASONING TEST if registered.

· If you are considering applying to an art school, get together with the art faculty before you leave so you can begin working on your portfolio during the summer.  This is essential in order to have a portfolio ready for application in the fall.
June
· Do as well as you can as you finish up your junior year.  Grades will be important in the admissions process.

· Begin researching schools that interest you by looking at guidebooks, view books, catalogues, and videos from the colleges.

Summer after 11th Grade Year
· Research the schools on your list using guidebooks and view books and decide which ones to visit.

· Request view books, brochures, and applications from colleges/universities of interest.

· Schedule visits to a number of colleges/universities over the summer.  Schedule appointments for interviews/tours with the Admissions Office.

· Begin work on a personal statement that you will finalize in the fall.

· Have a productive summer, either by working or engaging in some kind of enrichment program.  Many colleges will ask you "what you did last summer" on the application.

· If you are considering applying to an art school, work on your portfolio during the summer.  Remember that drawing from observation will be one of the most important elements of the portfolio, no matter what medium you are considering concentrating in (since at least one year of foundation courses is required of all students).

12th Grade Year
September
· Meet with the college advisor within the first two weeks of school to discuss where you are in the process and how you should proceed.
· Begin to narrow your list to 6-10 schools.

· If some of your schools are part of the Common Application group, consider starting the Common App by going to www.commonapp.org.  You can register with a username & password and return to the site to continue your work as many times as you’d like.

· Begin thinking about which teachers you will want to ask for letters of recommendation.  All requests ought to be completed by October 25th.  
· By September 20:  Decide if you are applying Early Decision/Early Action.

· Register for October SAT REASONING TEST.

· Register for October ACT.

· Register for November SAT REASONING TEST or SAT SUBJECT TESTS.

· Begin to schedule campus visits to schools of greatest interest (preferably stay overnight on campus).

· If you are considering applying to an art school, consider attending the Boston National Portfolio Day (or equivalent) to have your portfolio reviewed by admissions professionals at art schools from around the country.
· If you are applying for an ROTC scholarship, you will need to have your applications in very soon.

October
· Determine final list of colleges by October 25.
· Ask all necessary teachers for letters of recommendation by October 25.

· Once a final list has been chosen, fill out a deadline form for each school to which you are applying and return to the college counselor.  

· Register for December SAT Reasoning Test or SAT Subject Tests.

· Schedule campus visits to colleges on your list.

· Continue to work on applications/essays.

· Prepare for October or November SAT’s in a workshop and on your own by taking the practice SAT in the SAT bulletin and by reading through the test-taking tips offered by the College Board.  Same goes for the ACT!

· Take October SAT if registered.

· Take October ACT if registered.

· If you are applying for financial aid, file the PROFILE form as soon as your college list is finalized.
November
· Take SAT Reasoning Test or SAT Subject Tests in November if registered.

· Register for December ACT.

· Continue work on applications/essays.

· Between Thanksgiving and Winter break, each senior will be scheduled for a two-hour afternoon workshop with the college advisor.
December
· Take SAT REASONING TEST or SAT SUBJECT TESTS in December if registered.

· Take December ACT if registered.

· Communicate with the college advisor about any applications due during or right after break so that your supporting materials can be sent on time.

· Work on remaining applications during vacation and discuss your post-secondary plans with your parents during vacation.
· If you are applying for financial aid, file the PROFILE form as soon as your list is finalized.  Also, gather all family financial documents during winter break so you can send the FAFSA as soon as possible after January 1.
January
·    Continue work on applications.  The college advisor will be available one or two afternoons per week for you to work on applications.  ALL applications should be finished before February 1st.  
· Begin second semester on a strong note academically.   Remember that any significant signs of "senioritis" in your second semester grades can result in the college that you are planning to attend rescinding their offer of admission (colleges reserve the right to do this if your grades drop significantly in second semester).

February
·   If you are applying for financial aid, find out what documents are required by the colleges to complete your financial aid application (usually this will mean income tax forms).

April
· April 15 is the date by which colleges must announce decisions if your application was submitted on time.

· Work on making your final college choice.  Work with the college advisor and with your parents on making this decision.  Go visit any schools that you haven’t seen yet but are still considering.  You are strongly encouraged to stay overnight on campus and sit in on at least one class so you can get a flavor of the academic and social life of the school.

· If you are applying for financial aid, review your financial aid awards carefully to determine if they are manageable for you and your family.
May

·    May 1: CANDIDATES REPLY DATE, when you must respond to all colleges/universities to which you were accepted.  Send the appropriate deposit to the school of your choice.  You may send a deposit to only one school (this is in accordance with the "Statement of Students' Rights and Responsibilities" published by the National Association for College Admissions Counseling).

·     If you applied for and received financial aid, sign your financial aid award letter and any other items requiring your signature and return them to the school by May 1.  

· You should write a thank you note to all of the colleges where you were accepted but decided not to enroll.  This is particularly important at schools where you were offered a scholarship or financial aid.  Let them know where you will be attending and thank them for considering your application and for accepting you.

· Find out about any summer orientation programs you must attend at the school in which you will enroll and make your summer plans accordingly.

· Arrange with the school for housing and a meal plan, if necessary (this is usually only necessary at larger schools which don't have enough housing for all students).

A Guide to the Vocabulary of the College Process:
Accreditation - Recognition by one of six accepted regional accrediting associations of a college's ability to meet established standards of educational quality.  If a school is not accredited, you may have difficulty transferring to another college or gaining acceptance to graduate school.

ACT - American College Testing Program, with SAT, one of the two most widely used college admissions tests, now virtually interchangeable with the SAT Reasoning Test.  The ACT is a four-part test (English, math, reading comprehension, science reasoning) with subscores and a composite ranging from 11-36.  There is also an optional essay, which some schools require.  Note:  many very selective colleges will accept the ACT in place of SAT REASONING TEST and SAT SUBJECT TESTS.

A.P. - Advanced Placement - year long courses and exams given in specific subjects.  The exams are given at a specific time on a specific day in May to gain advanced standing/credit in college; scored 1-5.

Candidate Reply Date - May 1 of each year; day by which applicants must reply to colleges which accepted them as to whether they are planning to enroll (often confirmed by payment of a deposit) or not!

CEEB - College Entrance Examination Board, known as the College Board.

Class Rank - Academic placement of a student within his/her class; Journeys School (along with many independent schools) has chosen not to report class ranks.  

CollegeView - A free Web-based college and career search program.

Common Application - Standard application form accepted by over 300

colleges, requiring filling out and then xeroxing or sending online one application.  Website:  www.commonapp.org
CSS - College Scholarship Service - the branch of ETS in Princeton which processes and distributes copies of  PROFILE to the colleges to which you are applying (those which require PROFILE).

Decile - Used in class ranking (not at Journeys School) whereby the class 

is divided into tenths.  Some colleges and universities will indicate what decile accepted students were in at their respective institutions.

Deferring College - A plan whereby a student postpones her/his 

college matriculation for one year in order to engage in some other post-secondary program (work, year abroad, etc.)  A deposit is often required to hold a place in the class and a letter of explanation to the college requesting a deferment and on what basis the deferment should be granted.

Early Action (EA) - A plan used by some colleges to inform applicants of admissions decisions earlier than their regular deadline.  Acceptance to the college is not binding (i.e., students need not reply until May 1 and may apply to other schools even if accepted).   Depending on the college’s stated policy, students may be able to apply to more than one early action school.

Early Admissions - The admission of students to college at the conclusion of the junior year of secondary school.

Early Decision (ED) - A widely used plan by which application is made by a stated deadline, designated ED, with the understanding that an acceptance OBLIGATES the applicant to enroll in that institution and withdraw all other applications; notification of decision is usually made in December.  You may only apply to one early decision school.

ETS - Educational Testing Service which administers, grades, and reports scores of PSAT, SAT REASONING TEST, SAT SUBJECT TESTS, TOEFL and AP tests.  Centered in Princeton, New Jersey.

FAFSA - The form used by all colleges and universities to apply for

federal aid.  There is no fee to file this form.  All institutions are using this form, though many are also requiring the PROFILE and/or an institutional form.  May not be filed before January 1 of the senior year.

GPA - Grade Point Average - calculated on a 4.0 scale beginning with 


ninth grade, continuing through senior year.  

Junior Year Abroad - Program offered by many colleges and universities where students study at a foreign campus during the junior year of college; many variations have developed. Many of those students spend a semester in residence at another American institution.

NMSQT - National Merit Scholarship Qualification Test - the same as the PSAT, used to prepare for the SAT and qualify for a National Merit Scholarship and for the Achievement Scholarship Program for Outstanding Negro Students.

Portfolio - a portfolio of usually 15-20 pieces is required of all students applying to art colleges, and may be required for some studio art and architecture programs at liberal arts schools.  An applicant should begin putting together his/her portfolio in the junior year.

Profile - Description of the Journeys School enclosed with each application to college.

PROFILE - A financial aid form required by some colleges and universities.  Be sure that your colleges require it before filing because there is a per school fee to apply.  File as early as possible in your senior year.

PSAT - Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test - given once a year in October.  The PSAT Reasoning Tests a two-hour multiple choice test that assesses students in three areas:  critical reading, mathematics, and writing.  Scored 20-80 in all three sections.  All students at Journeys School Upper School sit for this test as it is administered during a school day.  Students with a documented learning disability which necessitates an accommodation may take the test under a nonstandard administration.

Rolling Admissions - Some admissions offices use a plan of reviewing, evaluating, and deciding upon applications as they are received; replies are usually received within six weeks of submission.

Quarter System - College year divided into four quarters, including a summer quarter.

SAT REASONING TEST - A multiple choice test that measures developed critical reading, writing and mathematical abilities; scored 200-800 in each.  Students with a documented learning disability which necessitates an accommodation may take the test with the appropriate accommodation(s), which may include extended time on the test and the use of a reader for the test. Administered by ETS.

SAT SUBJECT TESTS - Achievement tests given by the College Board designed to measure knowledge/ability in specific subject areas; each test is an hour long and three tests may be taken in one sitting; each scored 200-800.  Students with a documented learning disability which necessitates an accommodation may take the test with the appropriate accommodation(s), which may include extended time on the test and the use of a reader for the test. Administered by ETS.

School Code - The code used by ACT and ETS in reporting scores to Journeys School.  Many colleges will ask for the school code on applications.  Our school code (may be referred to as the ACT/CEEB code) is 510446.

Semester System - College year divided into two semesters, not including the summer.

TOEFL - Test of English as a Foreign Language - required by many American and Canadian colleges and universities for students whose first language is not English.  Internet-based program taken at an approved testing site coordinated by the Journeys School College Counselor.

Trimester System - College year divided into three trimesters, not including summer.

Wait List (W/L) - Response to an applicant indicating that her/his application is 
acceptable, 
but the limit of acceptances has already been reached; if the class does not fill, then some students will be admitted from the wait list.

3/2 Plan - A program offered by two colleges and universities whereby a student may achieve the Master's degree or a second Bachelor's degree by going on to two years of additional study after three years of undergraduate study. For example, liberal arts followed by engineering.

4-1-4 Plan - A calendar of study wherein the student carries four courses in the fall and spring, but concentrates on a single course or project in January (either on or off campus).  May also be referred to as a "Jan term."
     THE SUMMER AFTER YOUR 11th Grade YEAR
Many colleges will want to know what you did with the summer before your 12th grade year because what you do with your final summer before applying to college can often say a lot about your readiness for a college experience.  More importantly, however, is the fact that the more that you challenge yourself during that summer, the better prepared you will be to make choices about your post-graduation life.  Here are some suggestions as to what you might do with your rising senior summer:

· JOBS:  Start looking as early as possible for a summer job; spring break is the best time to secure a job -- don't wait until June.  Most colleges get out before we do, and many of the "good" jobs will be snatched up by college students.

· OUTDOOR EXPERIENCES/SUMMER CAMP:  There are many options for doing things outdoors.  Outward Bound and NOLS (National Outdoor Leadership School) offer programs throughout the summer for high school students.  The Appalachian Mountain Club (AMC), the Adirondack Mountain Club, and the Student Conservation Association (SCA) have summer volunteer programs doing trail maintenance.  While the AMC and the Adirondack Mountain Club are limited to the Northeast, the SCA has opportunities around the country, including Yosemite National Park and Denali National Park in Alaska.  Many summer camps are looking for CIT's, counselors-in-training.  The independence, responsibility, and leadership skills that you will gain in such a position will be very helpful as you go through the admissions process.

· PRE-COLLEGE/ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS:  There are hundreds of pre-college programs across the country.  Some are offered by boarding schools (Andover and Exeter, among others), though most are offered by colleges and universities.  Some are limited to specific fields while many, such as the Bennington July Program, offer courses in everything from ceramics and voice to writing, French, and mathematics. The college advisor has brochures on many of these programs.  Peterson's Guide to Summer Opportunities for Kids and Teenagers could be helpful in finding a pre-college program for you.

· TRAVEL/SUMMER ABROAD:  There are many programs in the U.S., Canada, and abroad which are designed for students wishing to travel during the summer.  Some are home-stay experiences, others are conducted on bicycles, and many are simply tours.  The college advisor receives a lot of information on these different programs.  You will also want to consult the Peterson's guide listed above if you are considering a summer travel experience.

· COLLEGE VISITS:  You should begin researching the schools on your preliminary list using guidebooks and view books.  After selecting those of greatest interest to you, plan to make some visits THIS SUMMER.  Though classes will probably not be in session and there may not be many students around, you will get a feel for the campus and will be able to ask questions to an admissions counselor.  Further, it will put you in a more educated place when you embark on the full-steam application process the fall of your senior year.
INFORMATION SOURCES 


Where do you begin the maze of researching colleges? Minimize the legwork by starting early and by consulting as many resources as possible.  Be sure to keep in frequent contact with the college counselor.  The next several pages of this handbook will provide you with specifics about resources for information about colleges.  However, before you begin conducting any research, recognize that there are different types of colleges.

TYPES OF SCHOOLS
· UNIVERSITIES offer many degrees and have many colleges within the university structure.  Each college specializes in one academic area such as engineering, arts & sciences, business, etc.  Check the catalogue to determine what each college within the university offers and what the admission procedures and requirements are for each.  You might find that you do not apply to the university but rather to a specific college that is part of the university.  Specific undergraduate colleges within a university system may include:  Architecture, Business, Education, Engineering, Liberal Arts & Sciences, Nursing, Pharmacy. Large universities offer both advantages and disadvantages. Their size generally enables them to offer a more comprehensive curriculum, greater degree of flexibility and choices of courses, and greater research opportunities.  They have large libraries and quite often more famous names on their faculties.  However, to some students the size may be overwhelming and often there is less opportunity for close association with professors. Generally, there is greater competition to participate in some extracurricular activities.

· COLLEGES are typically divided by department and usually offer one or two degrees (Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Science) in many academic disciplines.  Typical majors might include mathematics, English, literature, science, foreign language, politics, history, or electrical engineering.  There are various types of colleges (liberal arts, business, education).  They generally have smaller enrollments than universities.  Most colleges offer no Ph.D programs and few Master's programs. Small colleges often say that their professors devote more time to undergraduates, classes are more intimate, students get to know each other more easily, and the curriculum is not diluted by too many subjects.  However, if you are concerned about the size of classes because you feel that you may need help, you would be wise to find out from students at the college(s) you have in mind just how helpful the teachers are.  Even at some small colleges, faculty members may not always be accessible. Also, to be considered is the breadth of majors available at the college.  More than 50 percent of students change their major while in college.  There are many active clubs (athletic, ethnic, political, religious) even on small campuses, so participation in extracurricular activities is often as simple as signing up or attending a meeting.

· TECHNICAL COLLEGES specialize in many areas of science and engineering:  chemistry, materials science, electronics, computer science, mechanical, chemical, and electrical engineering, among others.  Because the number of required courses is high, availability of liberal arts courses is limited, as is often the traditional campus experience.

· ART SCHOOLS offer Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Fine Arts degrees in many areas: photography, painting, sculpture, graphic arts and design, dance, and printing, among others.  Like the technical colleges, traditional liberal arts course work and experience are usually limited.  You will usually need a portfolio of 10-20 pieces on slides in order to apply to an art school.


The above definitions are intended to be very general but should provide you with a framework to direct your research. Below you will find explanations of the various available resources.

GUIDEBOOKS AND STUDY AIDS

There is a plethora of guidebooks and study guides out there.  Some may be found at your local book store and the rest can easily be purchased online.  
GUIDEBOOKS
100 Colleges Where Average Students Can Excel, Joe anne Adler, Arco Press.

 Barron's Profiles of American Colleges, Barron's Educational Series.

The College Board Guide to 150 Popular College Majors, College Board.

The College Finder  (lists of schools in many categories, like “Schools with Rugby”), Steven Antonoff

The College Handbook, The College Board, 2007 edition available (a general guide divided by state of all two- and four-year colleges in the U.S.).

The College Handbook Index of Majors and Graduate Degrees, The College Board, 2002 (listing by state within each major of all of the schools offering that particular major).

Colleges That Change Lives, Loren Pope, Penguin Press.

Cool Colleges for the Hyper-Intelligent, Self-Directed, Late Blooming, and Just Plain Different, Donald Asher.

 The Complete Guide to Canadian Universities, Self-Counsel Press, Fourth Edition.

The Complete Handbook for College Women, Weinberg, NYU Press.

The Fiske Guide to the Colleges, Edward B. Fiske, Times Books.  (Fiske goes around and visits selected campuses and writes a two-page narrative on each one).

Harvard Schmarvard:  Getting Beyond the Ivy League to the College That is Best for You, Jay Mathews.

The Insider’s Guide to College Admissions, Peterson’s Press.

Insider's Guide to the Colleges, Yale Daily News, 2002 (narrative and somewhat subjective guide of selected colleges).  

The International Student Handbook of U.S. Colleges, The College Board.

K&W Guide to Colleges for Students with Learning Disabilities, The Princeton Review.

Looking Beyond the Ivy League, Loren Pope, Penguin Books.

 Making a Difference College Guide, Weinstein, Princeton Review.  This is a great book for people who want to use education to make a better world (i.e. focus on the environment, responsible development, social justice, peace, women's issues, outdoor education, etc.).

Maclean’s Guide to Canadian Colleges , Maclean Hunter Publishing Limited.

Peterson's Guide to Four-Year Colleges and Universities, Peterson's Guides, (general guide with two-page entries of selected colleges in the back).  

Rugg's Recommendations on the Colleges, Frederick Rugg (Rugg's listing of the best schools in the country for certain majors).

Writing your College Application Essay, The College Board.

TEST PREPARATION GUIDES
ACT Success, Peterson’s Thomson Learning.

Kaplan SAT Math Workbook.

*Princeton Review computerized SAT and ACT software.

New SAT, College Board.

SAT Subject Test, College Board

OTHER HELPFUL GUIDES (CAREERS, STUDY SKILLS)
A Year Off . . . A Year On?, Hobson Publishing, (a guide for students interested in taking a year off before college or during college -- what to do and how to find the opportunity you want).

College Survival:  A Crash Course for Students by Students, Greg Gottesman and Friends, Arco Press, Second Edition (great summer reading for students entering college in the fall -- how to avoid many of the problems that can make freshman year less than wonderful). 

Occupational Outlook Handbook, U.S. Department of Labor.

Taking Time Off, Hall & Lieber, Noonday Press.

COMPUTER PROGRAMS

The CollegeView computer system is a Web-based program, so once students register with a username and password, they can access this program from any remote site that is connected to the Internet.  Students can use it to access information about colleges, to conduct a college search, to request information, and to apply to colleges & universities.  Demonstrations of CollegeView will be given in the junior-year workshop and again in the fall for new seniors.

Using the Net:  All colleges have put their "home pages" on the Internet, and these can be somewhat useful for college search purposes.  In many cases, you simply need to type www.nameofschool.edu in order to find their home page.  For example, the home page for Lynchburg College can be found by typing www.lynchburg.edu.  You can do a search on any search engine (Yahoo, Google etc.) and find a college’s Web site.  Many colleges now offer a virtual tour of their campus on their website.

RECOMMENDED WEBSITES
As you can imagine, there are hundreds of Web sites dedicated to various aspects of the college process.  I have recently viewed all of the sites to ensure that they are still up and running.
Search programs

College Board:



www.myroad.com
Colleges that Change Lives:

www.ctclonline.com
CollegeView:  



www.collegeview.com  
Embark:



www.embark.com
Peterson’s:



www.petersons.com
Honors Programs:


www.nchchonors.org

Scholarships and Financial Aid

FastAid:



www.fastaid.com

FastWeb:



www.fastweb.com
FinAid:




www.finaid.com
Test Prep

ACT:




www.act.org

College Board:



www.collegeboard.com

Kaplan Test Prep:


www.kaplan.com

Princeton Review:


www.review.com

Application Programs

Common Application:


www.commonapp.org 
Interim programs

Center for Interim Programs:

www.interimprograms.com

Time Out Associates:


www.timeoutassociates.com
For Students with Learning Differences

www.CHAAD.org

www.LDA.org

www.NCLD.org
COLLEGE REPRESENTATIVES

Each year representatives of colleges and universities from around the country will come to the Journeys School to talk with prospective students.  The dates and times of these visits will be posted on the large College Counseling Calendar on the College Counseling Bulletin Board.  Roughly one week before a school visit, the college counselor will post a sign-up on the bulletin board.  (You should sign by the end of school the day before the visit.)  Be sure to check with your teacher(s) before daily practice to be sure that you may be excused from class at that time.  The representatives will be available to answer any questions that you have about their schools and will provide you with some written materials.  Juniors are encouraged to attend a few of these meetings during the fall and spring.

OBTAINING INFORMATION FROM THE COLLEGES


Once you have done some research using guidebooks, websites and CollegeView, you may want to contact the college to be placed on their mailing list (for any future admissions mailings) and to have them send you a viewbook and any other pertinent information you need [i.e. financial aid or scholarship information, a catalogue (if you have a specific major in mind and want to compare departments at different schools), athletics information, etc.].  You can contact the college in a number of ways:

1. Call the admissions office at the college and give them your name, address, grade level, and intended major, if you have one.

2. Send an e-mail to the college at their Web site.

3. Send your own letter to the college using a format similar to the one following.
SAMPLE LETTER/E-MAIL TO A COLLEGE
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------










March 1, 2007

Dear Ms. Browning,


After researching Rice on the suggestion of my college advisor, I am writing to ask that you place my name on your mailing list and send me a viewbook and an application for freshman admission, as soon as it becomes available.  I am a junior at Journeys School in Jackson, Wyoming and will be applying for admission for Fall, 2008.  I am tentatively planning to major in architecture and would appreciate any information that you can send on that program at Rice.  Thank you very much for your help!










Sincerely,








    First Name Last Name

OTHER RESOURCES
THE COLLEGE VISIT

The campus visit is an essential element of your college search.  Not only does a visit enable you to see the physical setting and the facilities of the college, but it allows you to observe the students, faculty, and staff.  The best time to visit a college is while classes are in session, but the summer months may be more convenient for you and your family.  Make plans to go on a campus tour during your visit, and if possible, schedule an interview.  Many colleges also provide hour-long information sessions with a member of the admissions staff prior to the tour. Call as early as possible to arrange interviews because spaces fill up quickly, particularly during the summer and fall months. For the schools of greatest interest to you (include a target and a safety school!), overnight visits on campus can often be arranged by the admissions office. You will generally stay in a dorm with a student, eat in the cafeteria, and have the opportunity to sit in on a few classes. 
Tips for planning a successful college visit

1. Plan to visit no more than six colleges in one trip and no more than two colleges in one day.
2. Plan at least 2-3 weeks in advance if you are going in the summer, even more so in the fall since so many students are visiting then.  Advance planning will be of particular importance if you are hoping to get an interview (which is highly advisable!).

3. Be sure that you have done some research on the college before visiting.  Check the list of academic and personal considerations in this workbook in order to get ideas about what questions to ask while you are on tour at the college.


Things to consider:
· location

· size

· make up of student body

· admissions requirements

· courses in your area(s) of interest

· distribution requirements (sometimes called "general ed" or "core" requirements)

· honors programs

· study abroad

· co-op and internship opportunities

· athletics

· clubs, sororities and fraternities, local cultural events

TALKING TO PEOPLE AROUND YOU

One final word about sources of information: use the people around you. Talk with current seniors about their college lists and with recent graduates of the Journeys School about their college experiences.  Faculty members can assist you in recommending colleges which have strong programs in their particular disciplines.  Most people in a particular profession are aware of the preparation necessary to enter that field and of colleges which have established strong reputations in their area.

COLLEGE SELECTION

There are numerous considerations in the selection of a particular college or university.  After your spring meeting with the college advisor, you will want to research thoroughly both the schools on your list and any others that have piqued your interest.  The intention of this section is to make you aware of both personal and academic factors that might play a part in your college decision.  Not all of the factors listed are important to each student, so each should be weighed according to individual priorities.  Be fair to yourself in assessing those that apply to you.  

PERSONAL CONSIDERATIONS

1. How important are existing friendships with peers going to a specific college?  Will they influence your decision?

2. Family traditions.  Are they tied to a particular college, university, or religion?  Is that important to you?

3. How important is the extensiveness of campus facilities for personal, social, and academic needs?

4. What is the degree of personal discipline, independence, and aggressiveness required of a student?

5. Area of the country in which school is located and proximity to home (too close or too far).

6. Geographic considerations of climate and whether the school is located in an urban, suburban, or rural area.

7. Is the school coeducational or primarily male or female? What are the ratios?  How important is that to you?

8. What is the size of the school?  Small, medium or large?

9. What transportation is available (shuttles, bus service, mass transit)?

10. Dormitory availability or general living options.  Are there dorms and what types (singles, doubles, suites, apartments)? Are freshmen placed in a freshmen dorm or with upperclassmen also in the dorm?  Are students required to live on campus? Are the dorms coed or single-sex?

11. Living quarters?  What does the school furnish?  How are roommates selected?  What are facility rules and curfews? Are computer and/or phone jacks available in rooms?

12. What are expenses?  Tuition, travel, room and board, miscellaneous, activities fees, deposits, etc.

13. What extracurricular activities are available?  (Athletics, fraternities, sororities, band, social groups, debate clubs, student government, drama, etc.)

14. What religious organizations are active and what provisions are there for religious services?

15. Is military training or ROTC offered?

16. Would you like to join a fraternity or sorority?  What are their room and board requirements?  Dues?  Are there requirements of this affiliation and will it affect your scholastic plans?  Would you prefer that the school not have any "Greek system" at all?

17. Are cultural activities available to suit your interests (lectures, concerts, plays, etc.)?

18. What is the school's reputation (i.e. academic, social, or a good balance)?

19. Have you talked to graduates or undergraduates of the college?  What impressions were given?

20. What percentage graduate from the college within four years? What percentage do not return for sophomore year?

21. What is the participation of the student body in policy making?  Is this important to you?

22. Will it be necessary for you to work part-time?  Is part-time work available on or near the campus?

ACADEMIC CONSIDERATIONS:

1.
What are your personal study habits?  Do they fit with the school's attitude?

2.
Do you know your degree direction?  Does the school have adequate curriculum for it?  Does it satisfy your specialized interests?

3.
Is the school fully accredited?

4.
What are its admissions standards? 

5. 
What is the extensiveness of course and program offerings? How soon can you get into courses in your degree plan program?

6.
Are there placement tests?  Credit for placing out of courses?  Do they require SAT SUBJECT TESTS tests for placement?

7.
Are there special academic programs available (e.g. LAP-type programs, accelerated programs, honors, remedial, interdisciplinary majors, self-designed majors, etc.)?

8.
Is there a study abroad program?

9.
What merit scholarship programs are available?

10.
How is the academic year divided (i.e. semesters, quarters, block system, January term)?  What is the normal course load and what provisions are required to take more or fewer courses?

11.
What are faculty and class sizes?  Is the class format lecture or discussion?

12.
What is the attrition rate of the freshman class? (i.e. What percentage of students return for sophomore year?  If less than about 75%, you should be asking WHY.)

13.
What is the diversity of students and faculty?  (Scholastic, geographic, graduate students vs. undergraduates)

14.
Is there a job placement service for securing summer jobs and full-time post -graduate employment?
WORKING WITH YOUR PARENTS


The process of deciding what to do after high school is one that often causes tension between students and parents.  The decisions that you make need to be yours, but your parents may be able to help you in several ways.  The more that you are able to keep the communication open between you and your parents, the easier it will be for them to appreciate the decisions that you make.  


The school will keep your parents abreast of procedures in the admissions process through a number of letters that will be mailed to them during junior and senior years.   In the fall of senior year, your parents will be sent a parent recommendation to mail back to the college advisor.  The parent recommendation will be used to assist the college advisor in writing letters of recommendation.  Here are some suggestions for what you can do to maintain an amicable relationship with your parents throughout the process.

1. Begin talking to your parents about your plans for after high school during spring break of junior year, if not sooner.  Discuss your expectations and their expectations honestly.

2. Share each of your college lists with your parents.  Make sure that they will support your going to any one of the schools or programs on your list.  Don't let it happen that in April, after you have been accepted at your dream school, your parents say that they will not pay for you to go to that school.

3. Ask your parents when they would be able to take time off from work to help you make college visits.  You may need to plan several months ahead for them to do this.

4. Discuss financial constraints with your parents early on.  Make sure that you have an understanding as to what your parents will be able to contribute to your post-high school experiences.

5. Allow your college counselor to help you communicate with your parents if necessary.  Sometimes having a knowledgeable yet removed person to mediate can be helpful in these situations.  Whenever your parents have concerns, they should feel free to contact the college advisor as soon as possible.  

6. When you visit a college with your parents, suggest that they go off and investigate the campus without you.  It is important that you be able to form your own opinions about the school while you are there; likewise, the colleges need to see you as you are, not as you are when your parents are with you. (See below:  suggestions for what your parents can do while you are interviewing)

7. THE BOTTOM LINE IS:  KEEP THE LINES OF COMMUNICATION OPEN BETWEEN YOU AND YOUR PARENTS!

WORKING WITH YOUR CHILDREN

The following is an article from the NACAC (National Association of College Admissions Counselors) website about guidelines for you as parents to think about during this process. The original can be found at http://www.nacacnet.org/MemberPortal/News/StepsNewsletter/tips_for_parents.htm by Jennifer Gross (November/December 2002)
Tips for Parents: Dos and Don'ts for Helping Your Child Through College Admission

The college search and admission process is a life-changing event for your child, and often for the whole family. The beginning of the college search signals the beginning of a child's transition from teenager to young adult. As a result, it can be difficult for parents to strike the right balance of helping their child without taking over. Here are some dos and don'ts for parents entering the world of college admission.

DO Learn About the Process
Even if you have vivid memories of your own college decisions, realize that the college admission process has changed since you attended. Whether or not you attended college, invest some time in reading up about today's college admission. There are many good books on this topic in your public library or bookstore, and high schools often sponsor workshops for parents on college admission topics. Or ask you child's counselor to recommend helpful resources.

DO Discuss Restrictions Up Front
If there are financial or geographic restrictions that limit the range of colleges your child can consider, discuss them with your child at the beginning of the college search. Then your child won't waste time and energy researching colleges that she won't be able to attend.

DON'T Limit Choices Based on Fees
"Parents should certainly be willing to lay out economic realities to their children at the front end of the college search process, but should not shut out options based purely on sticker price," says Michael E. Dessimoz, associate vice president for enrollment services at Roosevelt University (IL). It's always a good idea to encourage your child to include several affordable colleges among his college choices. But remember that financial aid often helps families send their children to even the most expensive colleges. No matter your income level, find out all you can about financial aid. Your child's guidance counselor or colleges' financial aid offices can direct you to good resources and answer your questions about how financial aid works.

DO Remind Your Child of Deadlines
The life of a high school student is often very busy, and teenagers are still learning time management skills. So help your child begin keeping a calendar or day planner to keep track of all those college application deadlines (as well as her school work and activities). 

DON'T Nag
"Say what you have to say and drop it," advises Scott White, a counselor at Montclair High School (NJ). "If the process delays or changes because students don't do what they are supposed to do, this is one time they may have to live with the consequences." 

Remember, the goal is for your child to "own" the process, so that he can make college decisions that are right for him. 

DO Listen and Offer Advice
For many students, their choice of college is their first adult decision––and it can be difficult. Likewise, it can be difficult for parents to find the right balance of guiding their child without making decisions for her. "Parents should be aware of what is going on, should make sure that deadlines are not missed and the proper tests are taken, and should be available when the student wants advice," says White. Try to act as a sounding board for your child: ask good questions and let your child supply the answers. 

DON'T Make Decisions for Your Child
Your child needs to choose a college based on his individual abilities, interests and personality. To that end, beware of pressuring your child to apply to the college(s) you would like him to attend. 

"This is the first time the student is making a decision that should be theirs alone," says White. "About things such as schooling, camp, etc., it was your decision with your child's input. [The college choice] is the opposite."

Of course, encourage your child to apply to a good range of schools, but your child must decide for himself which colleges to apply to and which college to attend. After all, your child will be the one who spends several years living and learning at college. 

DO Be Your Child's Cheerleader
The college admission process can be stressful. Your child may feel uncertain about the decisions she must make, fearful of rejection from colleges, or anxious about meeting deadlines for both college applications and her school work. Over the course of the search process, your child may change her mind (more than once) about her career aspirations, academic goals, or what she wants in a college. All of this is normal. Parents can help their college-bound child by offering plenty of encouragement, a listening ear, and gentle guidance. And don't forget to celebrate each step along your child's journey from high school to college.

WHAT A PARENT CAN DO DURING THE SCHOOL INTERVIEW
1. Ask for a map of the campus and head to places of interest on campus.  Stop a few students along the way and ask them their impressions of the campus.  Ask them what they like and dislike about the school.  Remember that tour guides are almost always students who really like their school and have volunteered to share their experiences with prospective students.  By asking random students, you may get a better cross-section of students' experiences.

2. Find a student newspaper.  Find out what issues are important on campus, what kinds of activities are important to students, and what the quality of student writing is like.

3. Go to the Financial Aid Office and ask to speak to a financial aid administrator if financial aid is a pressing issue for your family.

4. Question people about security on campus.  Is there an escort service for students needing to walk across campus after dark?

ADMISSIONS PROCEDURES

Once you have conducted extensive research about the schools which interest you, you will need to begin the application process.  You are advised to apply to approximately seven schools (2 reach, 3-4 target, 2 likely admissible), but you may choose to apply to more or fewer than seven.  You will need to consider the following steps while completing your applications.

· visit to the college

· interview (if required -- usually recommended)

· application (including personal statement/essays)

· required standardized testing

· letters of recommendation

I.  HOW TO VISIT A COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY

The college visit usually consists of three parts:  the interview, a student-conducted campus tour, and "wandering".  If you allow ample time and plan ahead, a visit can also include sitting in on a class and/or staying overnight in a dorm.   Each can be a valuable source of information and insight if you are properly prepared.  Before ever setting foot on campus, you should have thoroughly researched it and have established in your mind certain items of information to be confirmed or determined. Remember, interviewers expect you to ask some questions during the interview, so go prepared to your interviews.


Parents are encouraged to accompany their children on visits to schools.  Many admissions officers will invite parents into their offices after s/he has had a chance to speak privately with the student.

A.
THE INTERVIEW

Most colleges state that the interview is to be an information exchange session wherein the applicant (and parents) may have questions answered and learn about the institution, and the interviewer learn something about the applicant.  Demeanor and dress should be "normal;" do not try to impress the interviewer with your vocabulary or wardrobe.  Be honest, enthusiastic, and as much as possible, relaxed.  Dress neatly, but choose something in which you'll feel comfortable.  Honesty is the best policy -- they want to get to know the "real you." Prepare a mental or written list of your honors and activities, senior courses, and test scores as you may be asked to provide any of this information during the interview.  In the admissions process, the interview (if used at all) is not the most important factor, so it need not be a pressure situation.

A few more suggestions for the admissions interview:
· Be on time for your appointment.

· Meet your interviewer with a firm handshake and maintain eye contact as you talk and listen.

· Don't expect trick questions, but be prepared to talk about your academic record, extracurricular activities, accomplishments, interests, and interests in that particular college.

· If you have had any major struggles in your high school career (e.g. dismissal necessitating a change in schools), bring those up during the interview and be honest about them.  They will ask about this on the application, and it shows maturity if you bring them up on your own and explain how you’ve grown from the experience.

· Note your interviewer's name so you can later send a letter thanking her/him for taking the time to meet with you.
B.   THE CAMPUS TOUR  


Some people prefer to "see" the campus when they first get there, and that's fine if you know what to look for!  However, almost every campus is different, and self-tours are often of limited value.  Most campus tours are student-conducted and usually last about one hour.  Take advantage of the relaxed atmosphere of a tour (ask any questions you want!) and the opportunity to get a student's perspective on the college.  If the tour does not cover something you'd like to see or hear about (athletic facilities, library, dorms, computer centers, etc.), just ask!  Tour guides are usually more than willing to help out prospective applicants in any way they can.

C.   WANDERING

Once you have had your interview and tour, it is often beneficial to wander the campus on your own.  Wandering can be extremely valuable in that it allows you to ask questions of other current students.  Don't be shy -- go up to them and ask; this is not unusual, so most students accept it, and they are great sources of insight.  This time also gives you and your parents a chance to discuss your impressions of the campus without concern for interrupting the tour guide.

II.  THE APPLICATION/PERSONAL STATEMENT/ESSAY(S)

The application is of great importance to most admissions people because it is the one aspect of the admissions process that is completed solely by the applicant.  Therefore, the neater, more complete, and more thoughtful it is, the greater value it will have in the evaluation process.  As soon as you receive the application form, fill in the Secondary School Report (student section) and Teacher Recommendation Forms (if there are any) and give them to the college advisor (secondary school reports) and the appropriate teacher(s) IMMEDIATELY.  Many students are filling out and sending applications online.  If that is the case, ask someone (preferably the college advisor) to proof your application before you send it.  After you send your application, the college advisor will send all supporting materials (transcript, recommendations etc.) A self-addressed postage-paid postcard will be mailed with each application’s supporting materials.  The college will indicate which items have been received and return it to White Mountain so that we know each application has been received and processed.

A.  THE APPLICATION
 
In responding to the information sought on the application itself, you should respond to all items, fully and completely. If you choose to fill out a paper application, be sure that your writing is neat and legible.  Spelling, punctuation, and proper English are critical.  Some admissions officers circle errors on the application in red ink so that all readers immediately notice the mistakes!  The application is usually the first source that impresses you on the reader and sets the tone for the rest of the folder.  

B.  THE PERSONAL STATEMENT


A personal statement is often required as part of the application. It is the means by which you may describe and explain yourself to the college/university. Your personal statement should be honest, concise, and well thought out.  You should present the reader with information that will allow her/him to evaluate you as a student and as a member of both your school and home communities. Your personal statement should be as complete a word-portrait as possible, defining and describing your experiences, priorities, interests, hopes, and apprehensions.  The focus of your personal statement is usually up to you, but do choose a topic that is narrow enough to develop fully and unique enough to help you stand out among many other applicants.  Your personal statement need not be long (generally 1-2 pages typed double-spaced, though some schools may give you a word limit), but it should be written in correct, interesting language.  Your writing sequence should be outline, first draft, edited draft, revised/corrected draft, and final draft.  You should ask others (your English teacher, a parent, etc.) to proofread your statement and offer criticism or suggestions, BUT THE WORK MUST BE YOURS.  Experienced readers can tell immediately if an essay is not your work.  Accept suggestions but use your own style and word choice.

C.  THE ESSAY(S)  


The purposes of the essay(s), like the personal statement (some colleges require both) are multiple, but in general three are paramount.

· An essay demonstrates your ability to use the English language.

· It demonstrates your depth of thought in response to the essay question or topic.

· It gives you an opportunity to demonstrate your areas of concern or interest and the ability to analyze them in an intelligent, articulate manner.

As with the personal statement, the levels of writing and thinking skills are important, so try to avoid trite topics, clichés, generalities, and simplistic writing.  Readers often read up to fifty essays per day, so try to write something out of the ordinary.  Write as if your work will be read at midnight after a long day of such reading.  Be creative, humorous, mysterious, and above all, honest.  Don't write what you think they want you to write.  

D.  SPECIAL APPLICATION NOTES FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS


There are some special application procedures which must be followed if you are an international student.  Please see the college advisor for clarification if you need it.

· All American colleges & universities will require bank verification of your ability to pay for college in order to issue you an I-20 to study at their school.  It is recommended that you secure as many ORIGINAL (with the bank seal) official bank statements in English from your family's bank (or your sponsor if you are being sponsored by someone other than your family) as you will need by October of your senior year.  Many colleges will consider your application incomplete without that statement.

· You will need to take TOEFL-iBT (internet-based test) if English is not your first language and have the scores officially sent by ETS to the colleges to which you are applying.  Previous TOEFL scores do not appear on TOEFL reports as they do on SAT reports, so save all of your TOEFL scores so that you know which set is your highest (i.e. the ones you want to send to your colleges!).  

The TOEFL exam is not currently offered in the Jackson area.  It can be taken at official testing locations in Casper and Laramie.  Students may register for the test one of two ways:

· On line:  visit www.ets.org  Click on the link for the TOEFL exam and follow the “Register for the test” link under “Learners and Test Takers.”

· Over the phone:  call 1-877-863-3546 between 8am and 8pm Monday through Friday, EST.
· Many colleges have minimum TOEFL which are inflexible.  Check with the colleges to which you are applying to be sure that you have achieved the minimum score.  New minimum scores have been established with the new internet-based testing.  Contact each college individually for details.  

· Some colleges have a higher application fee for international students because of the cost associated with issuing an I-20.  Check the application fees to be sure that you are sending the correct amount.

· There is limited financial aid available for international student at some colleges.  Since financial aid for international students is very limited, competition for these funds is keen.  See the college advisor for details.

III. STANDARDIZED TESTS
Related Web Sites:  Both of these will give fees, test dates, deadlines, info on sending scores, and prep information.

www.act.org

www.collegeboard.com  

www.kaplan.com

(for test prep info)
www.princetonreview.com
(for test prep info)
Colleges/universities use different sets of standardized tests -- SAT Reasoning Test, SAT Subject Tests, ACT -- in evaluating applications.  Since these tests are standard, they offer admissions officers a point of direct comparison of applicants. Institutions have different requirements for standardized tests. It is imperative that you check the admissions brochures for each college to which you are applying to be sure that you have taken all necessary tests.  PSATs are intended for in-house (i.e. within Journeys School) use and will not be reported to colleges.

A.  PSAT

Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test is taken in October by all students in the Upper School at Journeys School. The PSAT is a two-hour, multiple-choice exam testing three areas:  critical reading, mathematics, and writing.  Each part is scored on a scale of 20 to 80.  Serving as practice for the SAT REASONING TEST and as a counseling tool for students, parents, and teachers, it also serves as the National Merit Scholarship Qualification Test (NMSQT), scores for which are reached by adding the three scores (Mathematics + Critical Reading + Writing = NMSQT, 60 to 240).  All 9th and 10th graders will be compared with their tenth grade nation-wide peers when national averages are given.  11th graders are compared with 11th graders nation-wide.  
B.  SAT Reasoning Test

The SAT REASONING TEST, offered six times a year on Saturday mornings in October, November, December, January, March/April (one date each year in either late March or early April), May, and June, is taken by juniors and seniors.  The Journeys School strongly recommends that juniors first take the SAT REASONING TEST on the May date and then again in October or November.  Students may also take the SAT REASONING TEST or SAT SUBJECT TESTS in June of junior year and then again in December of senior year if they choose to.


The SAT REASONING TEST is a three and a half-hour, multiple-choice exam, scored 200 to 800 to measure critical reading, mathematical reasoning and writing skills.  Colleges will accept the highest score achieved on the test.  Some will accept the highest composite score for one sitting, others will accept the highest individual scores, even if achieved on different days.  There is a great deal of debate as to whether coaching/prep courses will improve scores on the SAT.  However, it is generally believed that you may improve your chances by reading regularly (Newsweek, Time, Wall Street Journal, New York Times), practicing the math problems, taking the test more than once, and by trying to RELAX before the exam. Remember, even the most selective colleges agree that the single most important factor in evaluating an applicant is her/his high school transcript.  Standardized tests are at most a secondary factor.  Students with a documented learning disability which necessitates an accommodation may take the SAT with the appropriate accommodation(s) (extended time, using a reader etc.).  

C.  SAT Subject Tests

The SAT Subject Tests are given in fifteen subjects including foreign languages, sciences, histories, mathematics, and literature.  Subject Tests are also scored from 200 to 800 and are designed to show an applicant's grasp of a specific subject; they are often used by colleges and universities for placement in courses.  Each test, offered five times a year on the same Saturdays as the SAT Reasoning Test, is one hour of multiple choice questions.  It is not possible to take SAT Reasoning and Subject Tests on the same date, but as many as three SAT SUBJECT TESTS tests may be taken in one sitting.  Students interested in competitive colleges should consider taking three SAT SUBJECT TESTS tests in spring of junior year or early fall of senior year.  Students applying for admission to a science or engineering program should take either the chemistry or physics test.  


It is recommended that Subject Tests be taken (if possible) when you have completed the course work in that subject.  For example, the chemistry test could be taken after completion of the chemistry course.  Like the SAT Reasoning Test, students with a documented learning disability which necessitates an accommodation may take the Subject Tests with the appropriate accommodation(s) (extended time, using a reader etc.).

Subject Tests offered:

Biology (two options:  Ecological and Molecular)

Chemistry

Chinese with Listening

French and French with Listening

German and German with Listening

Modern Hebrew

Italian

Japanese with Listening

Korean with Listening

Latin

Literature

Mathematics Level 1 

Mathematics Level 2

Physics

Spanish and Spanish with Listening

United States History

World History

D.  ACT - American College Testing Program

The ACT is a three-hour exam with four sections:  English, math, reading comprehension, and science reasoning.  There is also an optional essay which many colleges require.  Each section, plus a composite evaluation, is scored on a scale of 11-36, 36 being the highest.  Because the American College Testing Program is located in Iowa, the test has long been accepted (or required) in the Midwest.  However, the test is now virtually interchangeable with the SAT Reasoning Test.  You may find that you can submit ACT scores in lieu of both SAT Reasoning and Subject Tests at some schools.   Unlike the SAT, the essay section of the ACT is optional.  To keep your options open, it is advised that students take the ACT with writing should they be interested in taking the ACT. 

E.  TOEFL

Students for whom English is a foreign language should take the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) at least once before their senior year.  Although each college has its own policy on testing, the majority will consider the TOEFL in lieu of or as a complement to the critical reading and writing sections on the SAT Reasoning Test or the English and Reading sections of the ACT.  The TOEFL-iBT is an internet-based test that is offered on many Saturdays throughout the school year at TOEFL-iBT test centers.  Many colleges have stated TOEFL minimum scores which are inflexible.  Check with admissions offices to make sure that you are not applying to schools at which you will be automatically denied because of your TOEFL score.  

F.  REPORTING ADMISSIONS TEST RESULTS

Most colleges require an official report sent directly to them from the testing agency.  It is your responsibility to report your SAT/ACT/TOEFL scores by indicating colleges as score recipients when you register or by completing an online score report request.  Request additional score reports after the last test date before the application deadline. Since all of your previous test scores are on the score report, you should wait until you have completed your testing.  It is advised that juniors not send any scores as colleges will not open a file until your application has been received.

You should receive your scores from the testing agency within three weeks of taking the test.  If more than four weeks have passed since you took the test, ask the college counselor to help you find out what is causing the delay.  SAT scores are available online for free within a couple of weeks of testing.  ACT still charges a fee to receive scores early online.
G.
HINTS ON TAKING STANDARDIZED TESTS
· If you took the PSAT in October, use the scores and other materials which you were given in December to analyze your performance.  Consult with the college counselor, your English teacher, and your math teacher for suggestions as to how to improve in areas where you have demonstrated a weakness.  

· The best way to strengthen your vocabulary is by reading, not by trying to memorize thousands of vocabulary words which you will probably quickly forget and will not know how to use in context.  For example, try reading an article in the newspaper each morning.  
· Do the sample SAT REASONING TEST and SAT SUBJECT TESTS questions provided in the practice booklet given to you.  Familiarize yourself with the directions for each part of the test so that you will not waste valuable testing time reading the directions.

· Get a good night of sleep before the test and bring two #2 pencils with erasers and a calculator to the test.

· Try to complete each section.  Do not spend too much time on any single question.  Skip questions that you do not understand.

· You may not take SAT REASONING TEST and SAT SUBJECT TESTS on the same day.

· Many students ask whether or not to guess on these tests.  
SAT PROGRAM:  To correct for random or haphazard guessing, a fraction of a point will be deducted for wrong answers; no deduction will be made for questions not answered.  Therefore, if you can eliminate one or more answers as incorrect, guess.  If you have no idea, leave the question blank.


ACT PROGRAM:  There is no penalty for wrong answers on the ACT, so guess away!
IV.  TEACHER AND OTHER LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION

Many colleges and universities request/require letters of recommendation from teacher(s) who have taught you in a major course during your last two years of secondary school; some want one, some two, and some ask for a peer reference letter! Teachers whom you would like to write for you should be asked as early as possible in the fall of your senior year.  Select teachers whom you feel can write about you positively.  However, this does not mean that you must ask the teachers in whose classes you earned the highest grades.  Select teachers in whose classes you feel you worked the best.  It is usually advisable (when two are wanted) to select a math/science teacher and a humanities teacher; when only one is needed, go to your strength. If you are applying for a program in the sciences, math, or engineering, be sure that you select a teacher from one of these disciplines who can honestly assess your abilities in that area. Extra recommendation letters may be sent, but they must have significant and unique insight to offer.  This would usually apply to minor course teachers, coaches, and friends.  The college counselor or head of school will write a recommendation for each senior.  This letter is intended to create the complete picture of you as a student and member of the Journeys School community.  Using feedback and anecdotes from your teachers and adviser, this letter will serve as your counselor recommendation/secondary school report.


Since the major purpose of any letter of recommendation is to tell the admissions office about the candidate, for a recommendation to be of value, it must offer specific insights and examples of who the candidate is.  A general declaration of support is of limited or no value, even from celebrities or "important" alumni -- the applicant is the subject of interest, not the writer.  Admissions directors do not like to be told what to do, and too much pressure can backfire.  If someone has something worthwhile to contribute, s/he should.  However, most admissions officers consider recommendations by ministers/rabbis/priests/employers, alumni who really don't know the candidate, and "friends of the family" to be of limited worth.  After all, the single most important consideration by colleges is a student's academic ability, which many of these "VIP's" may not know about.

SUGGESTIONS FOR ASKING A TEACHER TO WRITE A LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION FOR YOU
· Again, choose your teacher or teachers carefully.  You will want to ask someone who can write a positive letter about you and who has taught you in junior or senior year. Remember, the teacher reserves the right to say no.  Be glad that the teacher is being honest with you, rather than saying yes and writing a letter that is not favorable.

· Make the request politely and do not do it in a rush.  Take the time to ask the teacher when s/he can discuss the content of the letter with you.  If the teacher does not know where you are planning to apply to and what program(s) you are applying for, tell her/him so that s/he can write with those goals in mind.

· Make your request early in the fall and let the teacher(s) know what the deadlines for your applications are.  Keep checking with them to make sure that your recommendations will be done by the deadline.

· Be sure that you fill out your part of the teacher recommendation form if one is supplied with the application.  You should give the form(s) to the teacher(s) as soon as possible.

· The teacher may choose to share her/his recommendation with you, but do not ask the teacher if you may read it.  If s/he wants to share it, s/he will let you know.
· After the teacher has written the recommendation, write a letter thanking her/him for taking the time to write on your behalf.  Let the teacher know how your decisions turn out. 
S/He will definitely want to know how you fared!

NARROWING DOWN YOUR COLLEGE LIST
A. 
WORKING LIST – 11TH GRADE SPRING
During the spring of the 11th grade year, you should be brainstorming general possibilities for schools. Complete the 11th grade questionnaire and visit websites such as collegeboard.com and collegeview.com to complete their questionnaire. This will allow you and the college counselor to create a working list to prepare for spring and summer visits.

B.
SEPTEMBER 15 LIST

You should be narrowing your list down to about twelve schools or less.  Make sure you are discussing this list with your parents as it evolves.  You should be planning campus visits and interviews as interview spots fill up quickly.
C.
OCTOBER 25 LIST

You should be close to your final list of colleges and/or post-secondary programs.  If you are applying early decision or early action or if you are applying to many state universities, you should be filling out applications as soon as possible.  Your list at this point should include about 6-9 schools

D.
DECEMBER 1: FINAL LIST

By December 1, you should have your final list of schools for January or February deadlines. At this point, you should have already started on applications. Keep track of all information in appendix 
HOW ADMISSIONS DECISIONS ARE MADE


After reviewing your application and essays, school record, recommendations, testing and motivation, the college committee's first concern is whether you can handle their academic program with success and reasonable comfort.  Secondly, the committee considers whether or not the applicant will fit into the college's particular atmosphere -- will he/she be happy at this college?  In short, is this a good match between student and college?  In the more highly competitive colleges where academically qualified candidates outnumber the spaces available, the next question is which of the qualified applicants does the committee admit?  Here is a list of admission criteria used at competitive colleges (as furnished by Jerry Flanagan, Dean of Admissions and Enrollment Management at Saint Michael's College):
· courses taken

· grade point average

· rank-in-class

· SAT REASONING TEST or ACT scores (possibly SAT SUBJECT TESTS scores)
· TOEFL if international student

· counselor/teacher recommendations

· application questions and essay(s)

· activities outside the classroom

· personal interview (if available)

· special talents, skills, and interests

· minority status

· alumni relationship

· geographic location

Though many large universities will make admissions decisions based on a formula (school record and testing), most colleges and small universities will consider the application and essays, standardized testing, letters of recommendation, extracurricular activities, and the interview (if granted) -- the "whole picture" -- in making admissions decisions.

FINANCIAL AID


College costs today are high and are made up of numerous factors:  tuition, room, board, books, fees, laundry, transportation, entertainment, clothing, telephone, and incidentals.  Help is often needed by families who must apply for financial aid to make a college education possible for their children.


Financial aid is assistance based solely on need (the family's ability to pay versus the cost of attending a college).  To determine the amount of need, a college requires your family to submit a confidential financial statement, either the FAFSA and the PROFILE or just the FAFSA.  Both of these forms are available online at http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/ or https://profileonline.collegeboard.com/index.jsp during your 12th grade year.  ALL schools require the FAFSA, but some schools may ask you to submit the PROFILE as well the FAFSA.  Many schools also have an institutional form (a form just for that school) which must also be completed in order to be considered for financial aid.


Financial aid is available to parents in the form of need-based and merit-based assistance.  Need-based awards are related to the family's ability to pay.  Since "need" is the primary consideration, an elaborate system for determining qualification has evolved.  Merit-based awards are based on athletic ability, academic achievement, unique skills, test scores, music or art talent.  Generally, merit-based scholarships are secured through the individual colleges or through private sponsors.

I.  NEED-BASED AID
A financial aid "package" is typically made up of three kinds of assistance:  grant, loan, and work study.

GRANTS (also known as "gift aid") are awarded to the student by the college and need not be repaid by the student.

LOANS (a form of self-help) are available to both students and parents through various lenders.  Terms of the loans do vary, but generally loans taken by students need not be repaid until after graduation.  However, repayment of PLUS (Parent Loans for Undergraduate Students) loans begins within 30 days after the check is prepared and mailed.

THE FEDERAL WORK STUDY PROGRAM (another form of self-help) is funded by the federal government.  Students engage in part-time work on campus, usually about 10-15 hours per week, occasionally in a field relating to career interests or (intended) major.  Students are paid by check on a weekly or bi-weekly basis.  Some students choose to sign their checks over to the cashier to have their accounts credited, others use this as their money for "incidentals."  While there may be part-time jobs on campus which are not part of the Federal Work Study Program, they are usually more difficult to find and pay considerably less.  The Federal Work Study Program has become very competitive on many campuses, so you may have to really look to find a job if work study is part of your financial aid package.  Make sure that inquire about work study jobs as soon as you arrive on campus in the fall!

STEPS TO FOLLOW IN APPLYING FOR FINANCIAL AID
1. Begin by having your parents pull together their financial records and file their income tax forms early.  Make extra copies for future use and to send to colleges as requested.

2. Complete institutional financial aid applications as you complete the admissions applications.
3. Apply for a PIN number for both you and your parents. This allows you to electronically sign your forms. You can apply for a PIN while completing a FAFSA on the Web application, or you can go to the Federal Student Aid PIN Web site at www.pin.ed.gov to apply.
4. Complete the online need analysis document required (FAFSA and possibly PROFILE) by the college's filing deadline.  However, you may not file the need analysis document (FAFSA) until after January 1 of the year before you will enroll in college since figures are based on the current year income tax return.

5. The service processing the need analysis document will send an analysis of your estimated family contribution to each of the colleges you have designated.  Be sure to pay the correct fee when registering for PROFILE.  The FAFSA does not cost anything to file.

6. After the need analysis document is filed, you will receive a Student Aid Report (SAR).  This report will indicate your expected family contribution (EFC).  You may be asked to verify some of the information you have submitted or correct any mistakes.  Keep up with your SAR.  A correct, complete copy may need to be filed at each college before you will be considered for financial aid.  You may also be required to submit a 2007 - 1040 form (a copy) to the college (occasionally a school will want the last two years’ tax returns).  Therefore, it is important that your parents and you (if you work) complete your income tax forms early.

7. Since you must be accepted by the admissions office before you are considered for financial aid, you will not receive a financial aid package until you received your acceptance letter or shortly thereafter.  Financial aid packages are usually mailed in April.

II.  MERIT-BASED ASSISTANCE
· Scholarships are available from colleges and from private foundations.  Many colleges and universities use the admissions application as the application for merit scholarships.  Some schools, however, require a separate application to be considered for these scholarships.  Contact the admissions office for details about merit scholarships offered.

· You may wish to investigate other sources of scholarship money:  your church or temple, your parents' employers, and local civic groups. There is a significant amount of scholarship money available locally in Jackson Hole. In December of each year, a local scholarship packet will be given to all 12th graders. This document can be also accessed online at http://jhhs.tcsd.org/counseling/scholarship_information/. In early December, Jackson Hole High School offers a public presentation on scholarships and financial aid which reviews the information presented in this section. Plan on applying for a few local scholarships to take advantage of the philanthropy in this valley.

· The Hathaway Scholarship is a Wyoming Scholarship that provides qualified students with scholarships to University of Wyoming. Review the criteria at http://www.uwyo.edu/hathaway/eligibility.asp. Students who apply to University of Wyoming automatically are assessed for eligibility for Hathaway. Journeys School graduation requirements satisfy all course requirements of the Hathaway Scholarship.

· The Nunn Scholarship is available to graduates of Journeys School who attend the University of Wyoming. Scholarship numbers are limited. See Director of College Counseling for more information. 
· STARR Foundation: The STARR Foundation offers a merit based scholarship to Michigan State University for Wyoming residents. Deadline is December 1 of each year and information can be found at http://starr.msu.edu/. 
· Daniels Fund Scholarships: Significant funding source for high need families (total income for family of four is less than $50,000. See http://www.danielsfund.org/scholarships/index.asp for more details. Journeys School is a referral agency for this scholarship.
· There are many reputable scholarship finders on the Web as well.  FastAid (www.fastaid.com) and FastWeb (www.fastweb.com), among others, can be used to research scholarships.
III. RESOURCE BOOKS FOR FINANCIAL AID AND SCHOLARSHIPS
· The A's and B's of Academic Scholarships, Richard Leider, Octameron Press.  

· The College Cost Book, College Scholarship Service.

· Don't Miss Out:  The Ambitious Student's Guide to Scholarships and Loans, Richard Leider, Octameron Press.

· The Scholarship Book, Daniel J. Cassidy, Prentice-Hall.

· A WORD OF CAUTION:  Be wary of the scholarship locator services which claim to be able to find thousands of dollars in scholarships for you (in return for a not-so-nominal fee).  Most of the millions of dollars in scholarship money which goes unused each year is simply not available to anyone based on the strict requirements of the scholarship (e.g. a person of Hungarian descent living in a specific county in California  with a G.P.A. of 3.9 or higher. . .)
IV. Other Tuition Information

· Western Undergraduate Exchange: The Western Undergraduate Exchange (WUE) is a program of the Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education (WICHE). Students who are residents of WICHE states may enroll at participating two- and four-year college programs outside of their home state at a reduced tuition rate. See http://wue.wiche.edu/ for more details. A list of participating colleges can be found at http://wue.wiche.edu/search_results.jsp?searchType=all.  
MAKING YOUR FINAL COLLEGE CHOICE


Now that you have all of your decisions from the colleges, you have until MAY 1 to decide which college you will attend.  If you are having difficulty choosing among the schools which you were accepted at, try the evaluation process below to see if you can narrow down your choices.

What are "gut feelings" about the schools?

College






Gut Feelings

______________________

_______________________________

______________________

_______________________________

______________________

_______________________________

______________________

_______________________________

Now, rank these schools by your "gut feelings":

1.

2.

3.

4.

Now, rate each of the colleges in terms of the following categories:  (1=lowest, 5=highest)

1.
Strength in your area of academic interest:

College





Rating
___________________________

____________

___________________________

____________

___________________________

____________

___________________________

____________

2.
Strength in activities that interest you:
College





Rating
___________________________

____________

___________________________

____________

___________________________

____________

___________________________

____________

3.
Strength in athletics that interest you:
College





Rating
___________________________

____________

___________________________

____________

___________________________

____________

___________________________

____________

4.
Advantages of location (i.e. area of country, location in


that area etc.)

College





Rating
___________________________

____________

___________________________

____________

___________________________

____________

___________________________

____________

5.
Attractiveness of campus/function of facilities:
College





Rating
___________________________

____________

___________________________

____________

___________________________

____________

___________________________

____________

6.
Social Life:
College





Rating
___________________________

____________

___________________________

____________

___________________________

____________

___________________________

____________

Calculation:  Double the rating for the 2 categories that you feel are most important and do not count any categories that you feel are unimportant.  Find the rating total for each college and rank them accordingly.  How does this ranking compare with your "gut feelings" rankings?  
7.
Financial Aid: 


Hopefully financial aid will not be a determining factor in your college choice, but it very well may be.  Compare the financial aid packages from the schools that you are considering:

College



Grants

Loans

Work

Total
_________________

________
_______
______

________

_________________

________
_______
______

________

_________________

________
_______
______

________

_________________

________
_______
______

________

If there is a large discrepancy between the offer at your first choice school and at another school to which you have been accepted, do not hesitate to call the financial aid office of your first choice school.  They may adjust your package to make it affordable for you to attend.

WAITING LISTS


You may receive a letter from a college stating that you have been placed on their waiting list.  What this means is that the college believes that you are a qualified candidate but there is not room at this time to offer you a place in the freshman class.  Depending on the number of accepted students who accept the college's offer of admission, you may be offered a place, as late as the end of the summer.  If you choose to remain on the waiting list at a school and do not hear about your wait list status until after May 1, you will have to put down a deposit at your first choice among those schools to which you have been accepted.  If you do not wish to remain on the waiting list at a school, you should inform them in writing so they may offer a potential place to someone else.  If you are on the waiting list at your first-choice school, consider writing a letter, sending any new/compelling work you’ve done or visiting again to impress upon admissions people your desire to attend that school.  Since the admissions people want to offer admission to wait list candidates who will matriculate, this can be helpful in gaining admission.

RESPONDING TO THE COLLEGES TO WHICH YOU'VE BEEN ACCEPTED

Now that you have received all of your acceptances, you need to be sure to do a few things by MAY 1.  

· You must send the enrollment agreement and an enrollment deposit to the college at which you plan to matriculate by MAY 1.  Reread your acceptance letter for details on what you need to do by MAY 1.

· Respond to the financial aid offer (if applicable) at your school of choice by MAY 1.   Fill out any forms that need to be filled out and send your SAR (Student Aid Report) and copies of your and your parents' 2007 tax returns to the college as soon as possible.  Your financial aid award cannot be finalized until all documents have been received.

· Send a letter to all of the college to which you have been accepted but have decided not to enroll.  See the sample below if you don't know what to write.  It only takes a few minutes to do this but the information is very helpful to the admissions offices in determining whether or not to take students off the waiting list.  See the sample letter below.
Sample letter/E-mail  telling a college you're not enrolling
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

700 Coyote Canyon Rd.
Jackson, Wyoming 83001

Ms. Julie Browning, Director of Admission

Office of Admission

Rice University

P.O. Box 1892

Houston, TX  77251

April 10, 2008

Dear Ms. Browning,  


Thank you very much for your offer of admission to Rice University.  I am honored to have been accepted for the Class of 2008, but after careful consideration, I have decided to attend Earlham College in Indiana.
Sincerely yours,

First name Last name


** If you have been offered a scholarship, be sure to give special thanks for their generosity and belief in your ability to succeed in college and contribute positively to their community.
SURVIVAL STRATEGIES 


Following are some hints that might prove helpful in completing the admissions process:

1. Invest yourself in your capstone year.  All college acceptances are conditional on the successful completion of your second semester courses and graduation.  Especially because the 12th grade year at the Journeys School is a unique one, colleges will want to see that you have challenged yourself and produced notable work.  
2. Remember that published "average SAT or ACT scores" are just that -- average.  If you feel your academic record is solid, do not let fear of rejection stop you from applying to the school of your choice.  You will already have the advantages of a strong college preparatory curriculum and teachers who really know you writing your recommendations.  So in short, go for it!!

3. On the other hand, it is thoughtless to apply to schools just to see if you will be accepted when you have no intention of attending.  Other candidates will be eliminated and this isn't fair.

4. If you are dissatisfied with your SAT or ACT score, try again.  Tutoring during the summer is a possibility and review books are available at school. Colleges will accept your highest score.

5. Notify all other colleges as soon as you know you will not be accepting their offer of admission, but thank them for taking the time to consider your application.

6. If you intend to seek sorority or fraternity affiliation, know in advance how much time you will be expected to devote to non-academic requirements and how much it will cost per year to be a member of the sorority or fraternity.

7. Before you head off to college, you might want to discuss some of the following matters with your family:

a. Medical insurance - Are you still covered on the family policy?

b. Should you take a car away to school, is your insurance in effect?

c. Should items of value be stolen from your dorm room, are they covered under a personal property policy?

8. Registration:  Some of you will be expected to register for your classes during the summer before you begin college.  A few hints:

a. Credits are counted by semester hours at most colleges and universities.  Humanities, math, and social sciences courses are three semester hour courses.  Students taking a three semester hour course meet for class one hour three times a week for one semester.  Many science courses are four semester hour courses because one afternoon a week is spent in a lab (usually two or three hours long).

b. A full-time college semester load is from 12 to 18 hours. Most freshmen take four or five courses and physical education.

c. Most undergraduate degrees require at least 120 semester hours for graduation.  Some science and engineering degrees, however, require as many as 135 semester hours. Be sure to check a catalogue during your freshman year to find out what is required for your intended major.

9. Finally, you don't have to write Mom and Dad every night, but an occasional note home is most appreciated --especially at times when you are not asking for money.

Notes

Appendix 1
College Choice List

Use this worksheet to create lists of schools that you would to which you would like to apply.  Remember to appropriately balance reach schools (2-3), target schools (3-4), likely schools (2-3)
	Category (reach, target, likely)
	Sept. 15 list
	Oct. 25 List 
	Dec. 1 list (Final)

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 


Appendix 2
Admissions Requirement and Applications Record

Once you have decided on your final schools in the admissions process, fill out the information below to keep yourself organized during the application process. This also serves as a check to make sure all required application components have been sent.

	Number
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

	Type (reach/target/likely)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	College Name
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Street Address
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Town
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Zip Code
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Telephone
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	ED1 Deadline
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	ED2 Deadline
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	EA Deadline
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Regular Deadline
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	min SAT
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	min ACT
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	SAT2 # 1 req?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	SAT2 # 2 req?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	SAT2 # 3 req?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	min GPA
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	School Packet Sent
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Application Sent
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Midyear Report Sent
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Final Report Sent
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


Appendix 3
2007-2008 Testing Schedule

SAT Reasoning Test and SAT Subject Tests:
	2007-08
Test Dates
	Test
	U.S. Registration Deadlines*
	International Registration Deadlines**

	
	
	Regular
	Late
(a fee applies)
	Early
(International only)
	Regular

	October 6, 2007
	SAT & 
Subject Tests
	September 10, 2007
	September 14, 2007
	N/A
	September 10, 2007†

	November 3, 2007
	SAT & 
Subject Tests
	October 2, 2007
	October 11, 2007
	September 12, 2007
	October 2, 2007†

	December 1, 2007
	SAT & 
Subject Tests
	October 30, 2007
	November 8, 2007
	October 10, 2007
	October 30, 2007†

	January 26, 2008
	SAT & 
Subject Tests
	December 26, 2007
	January 4, 2008
	December 5, 2007
	December 26, 2007†

	March 1, 2008
	SAT only
	January 29, 2008
	February 7, 2008
	N/A
	N/A†

	May 3, 2008
	SAT & 
Subject Tests
	April 1, 2008
	April 10, 2008
	March 12, 2008
	April 1, 2008†

	June 7, 2008
	SAT & 
Subject Tests
	May 6, 2008
	May 15, 2008
	April 16, 2008
	May 6, 2008†


ACT
	2007–2008 Test Dates

	Test Date
	Registration Deadline
	(Late Fee Required)

	September 15, 2007*
	August 10, 2007
	August 11–24, 2007

	October 27, 2007
	September 21, 2007
	September 22–October 5, 2007

	December 8, 2007
	November 2, 2007
	November 3–15, 2007

	February 9, 2008**
	January 4, 2008
	January 5–18, 2008

	April 12, 2008
	March 7, 2008
	March 8–21, 2008

	June 14, 2008
	May 9, 2008
	May 10–23, 2008

	 


*  If you miss the registration deadline, you may submit your registration form by the late deadline for both SAT and ACT.  In either case, you will have to pay a late fee. All registration deadlines are postmark deadlines for paper registrations.  If at all possible, register online as that allows you to manage your score account more easily.  Registrations are done through the college advisor and are student accountable.
Appendix 4
Journeys School Matriculation and Acceptance List

2002 - 2007
Boise State University* 

Boston College 

Central Wyoming College

University of Cincinnati 

College of the Atlantic * 

University of Colorado Boulder

Colorado College **

Colorado State, Fort Collins * 

University of Chicago * 

Dartmouth College * 

University of Denver

Dickinson College

Emerson College * 

Evergreen State

Gonzaga College

Grinnell College

Humboldt State University*

Lewis and Clark College

University of Montana

Montana State University* 

Mount Holyoke College

Northwestern University

Ohio Wesleyan University

University of the Pacific

Pitzer College 

University of Puget Sound

University of Redlands * 

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 

Rochester Institute of Technology

University of San Diego

San Francisco Art Institute 

Santa Barbara City College 

Scripps College*

Seattle University 

Skidmore College

St. Olaf University

Utah State University

Vanderbilt University

Vassar College * 

University of Vermont 

University of Virginia

Wake Forest University * 

Wesleyan University * 

Westminster College (PA)

Westminster College (UT) * 

Whitman College*

Worcester Polytechnic Institute 

University of Wyoming
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