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Journeys School recognizes the arguments both for and against homework in American schooling. Marzano and Pickering (2007) provide a synthesis of all research regarding homework to date and conclude that homework, when used appropriately, benefits student achievement. This impact is more pronounced in the older grades. Journeys School also recognizes that most research regarding homework uses standardized assessments in the determination of the impact of homework. These results must be balanced out with the myriad of other benefits that students may get outside of school. Our goal is to graduate students who have a love of learning and excel in a variety of skills and disciplines. Any assignments, whether homework or not, that create long-term dislike for the pursuit of knowledge are contrary to the intent of our school. Parallel to that is the conclusion that learning takes practice and that learning of all kinds can happen at home. The following statements reflect our belief in how we create and assign homework. 

1. Teachers will encourage and assign reading as a first priority for all families in grades Pre-Kindergarten through 12th grade. 

2. Homework will have a clear purpose such as reinforcement, exploration, or elaboration. Teachers are responsible for ensuring that any work assigned relates directly to learning outcomes. 

3. Homework will be designed to maximize a student’s chance to complete it on his/her own. 

4. Parents should be involved at an appropriate level. Parents should not help on work done at home unless it is part of the assignment or a pre-arranged agreement with the school. Parents should provide appropriate quiet and structured time for assignments to be completed.

5. Teachers will follow general guidelines as recommended by research of 10 minutes maximum per night multiplied by grade level beginning in grade two. However, teachers will not assign homework to simply fill that maximum (research suggests that time is less important than intent and successful completion).

6. Teachers will communicate within their teams to ensure that the guidelines listed above will be followed.

7. Teachers will work with parents to modify homework requirements as necessary to achieve learning goals and satisfy objectives of any specifically designed learning plan.

8. Teachers will provide resources for other practice outside of school for students who show more interest in doing work beyond the classroom. This may be appropriate for students who are less involved in other enrichment activities.
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