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Dear Parents:
As we approach the “pending ending” of the Journey to the Future Capital Campaign (see back for details), an idea generated within the parent community about teaching students about earning and giving. Out of this idea evolved the Earn One, Give One Students’ Campaign. With a goal of 100% student participation, this concept is a perfect opportunity to get students talking about, participating in, and reflecting upon the value of giving for the good of their communities – in this case, for the good of their school. Our goal is to teach students that earned money, time and resources can be donated to a good cause. Please review the attached postcard for how to participate. 

The following are suggestions about how a child might earn to give in your household:

Grades PK – 5: The amount of money is not as important as participation. Use an amount that is relevant to how your child views money within your household. If you have not yet introduced the idea of money, one quarter or one dollar is an inexpensive starting point. To earn the money they could take on a task that they are not usually responsible for such as:

· Pick up trash on bike path

· Reading to a younger friend

· Helping a younger sibling

· Helping with a meal

· Spend time with an elderly neighbor

Grades 6 – 12: The amount of money is not as important as participation. Students in this age group may already be earning money through a job. If a student currently is employed, ask them to participate in this final campaign and discuss additional options if they wanted to donate more. If not, brainstorm an idea that has earning potential either within your home or in the community outside of current commitments to the family. Possibilities include: 

· Home improvement projects

· Raking leaves

· Shoveling walks

· Caring for a younger child

· Helping a neighbor with a task

· Walking neighborhood pets

Remember that 100% participation is more important than the dollar amount raised. I hope you enjoy this important educational experience and thank you for all that you do for the school.
Sincerely,


Nate McClennen

Head of School

Teton Science Schools’ Journey to the Future Capital Campaign
Background Information

For over 40 years, Teton Science Schools has been a leading educational institution dedicated to connecting people, nature, place and education. Ten years ago, the Board and staff crafted a bold new vision to expand our reach. The Journeys School was a critical part of that vision. The project entailed the construction of the Jackson Campus, a major enhancement of the Kelly Campus, and the purchase of protected land to use as an outdoor classroom to support our programs. As a result of the project's completion, Teton Science Schools are now able to offer:
· Accredited Pre-K - 12th grade education at the Journeys School based on experiential learning, team teaching and multi-age classrooms for up to 220 students

· Year-round residential place-based outdoor education for nearly 9,000 school-aged youth from Wyoming and throughout the nation

· A Teacher Learning Center that provides educators from around the globe with professional development opportunities that are experiential, integrated and place-based

· A Conservation Research Center that promotes responsible conservation and stewardship of private and public lands through research, education and consultancy

· Enhanced facilities at the Kelly Campus for the Graduate Program which trains emerging leaders in placed-based education, field science teaching and outdoor leadership

The cost of the construction and implementation of the new programs and facilities totaled over $40 million, and the campaign has been supported by the generosity of a broad array of donors. Thanks to The Walton Family Foundation, we now have the opportunity to finish the capital campaign. 

The Walton Family Foundation has generously offered a $3 million challenge grant, if we are able to secure $3 million in new pledges and cash gifts by December 31, 2008. We have successfully raised more than $2 million dollars of new commitments. 

We have 54 days left to raise the remaining $786,717 dollars and earn the $3 million challenge grant, ending the Capital Campaign.
We will then turn our uninterrupted focus to the following important priorities:

· Support our exceptional staff through reasonable salaries

· Enhance the quality and depth of our existing programs

· Ensure a diverse student population by managing tuition and providing need-based financial assistance

· Ensure proper maintenance of all facilities and equipment

Please contact Heather Marks, Director of Advancement, if you have any questions regarding the campaign at 307-734-3711 or heather.marks@tetonscience.org.
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